
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Talk To Me, Not Through Me”
Scripture Text: Luke 2:41-52

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 12/27/09)

This Gospel really is unique.  We are indebted to Luke because, for whatever reason, you can only find this particular story in His Gospel.  In a nutshell Luke here is reemphasizing the “Jewishness” of his Savior as well as Christ’s relationship with the Jewish Temple.  We are told initially that Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover.  Though this was their custom - it was also an act of respect required by the Law.  If you were considered an adult by the Law - which was something you attained when you went through the Bar Mitzvah ceremony, it was mandatory to be in Jerusalem if at all possible to celebrate this important Jewish holiday.  So they were compliant to the Law and they fulfilled their religious obligations for the next seven days.  When the festival ended they began their return trek to Galilee.  The family went with a large number of friends and family members.  Because of this - a small boy among so many others in the caravan would not be missed for a day.  When it was discovered that Jesus was missing Mary and Joseph reacted like any other parents would they - panicked!  It took three more days before they finally caught up with Him in the Temple Courts.  Where He had been sleeping, who was feeding Him and the like are not mentioned.  And what was this ‘tween doing when He was discovered?  He was asking questions and answering questions and  listening to what the Teachers had to say.  How did those who were present respond to what Jesus shared?  They were amazed and bewildered by the wisdom that flowed from this very young man’s lips.

This wasn’t the same for Mary and Joseph though -- they wanted some answers!  What reason did you do this to us Jesus?  We have been looking for you for four days ------ we didn’t know where you were, if you were safe, if you were even alive.  What motivated you to scare us like this?  And what did Jesus say?  In so many words - why were you searching for me? - you should have known I would be in my Father’s House - where I belong - discovering God’s will and teaching about the things I know of God.  As we look deeper into this Gospel lesson it is clear there are two very important points being emphasized that every Believer in Christ should be clear on.  The first, unlike Mary and Joseph, we should be able to recognize the living Lord in our midst.  Now, you would think that of all people on earth Mary and Joseph would have absolutely no difficulty remembering the true identity of Jesus.  Mary, a virgin, was visited by an Angel who told her about all that was to happen.  She was told that the Holy Spirit would come upon her and the holy one to be born through that union would be called the Son of God.  And she did conceive without help from a human man and -------- she did have a son.  That seems pretty clear!

And then there is Joseph.  Matthew 1:20-21 says: “But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  Joseph recognized who was in his dream.  Joseph knew that there was only one person who could save the people from their sins.  Joseph knew about the promises of the Bible.  Even with all of this Mary and Joseph still didn’t fully comprehend who Jesus really was.

Now, I’m sure that I haven’t taken everything into account of why this may have occurred.  Maybe there are things we all do not know about.  Maybe because Jesus acted like most every other child Mary and Joseph thought that somehow a mistake had been made by the Angel.  Maybe because Jesus never performed a miracle for nearly three decades, they discounted the possibility of Him really being the Son of God.  I don’t think we will ever know the answer.

But what about us today?  Do we recognize Christ when He is among us?  Do we, who call ourselves Disciples of God’s only begotten Son, recognize God’s only begotten Son even when He is only inches away from our noses?  If we are honest with ourselves, we all would say that we have sometimes fallen short when it comes to recognizing Christ in the world around us.  Do we see Jesus when a homeless person is given a coat by a total stranger?  Do we see God when the sun rises in the morning?  Do we see Jesus when a child is born healthy when all the odds were against it?

Maybe, maybe to help ourselves do this, we should think a little smaller.  Do we see Christ when we can get up in the morning ------ or when we have enough in our checking account to pay the rent ----------- or when we can stop just in time to avoid running over that bicyclist?  Maybe if we are able to see Jesus in the “smaller” miracles of life, we would be able to see Him in the more obvious times He shows His glory and splendor.  And maybe, maybe we should expect to see Jesus at work in our lives and - if that is true - we would then be more actively trying to discover how Christ attempts to open up our spirits to the wonders of our Creator.

And the second point that every Believer in Christ should be clear on - is the importance of the Temple - or as we call it today - church.  When Jesus was a boy the Jewish Temple was as important in the lives of the Jews as was anything else they valued greatly.  The Temple and your relationship to it - was part of your heritage and identity as a child of God.  If you didn’t have a formal connection to the Temple you were not in good standing ------- with the fellowship of Believers or with your Lord.  The Temple was the center of life.  To be outside its circle of influence was to be an outsider to the Jewish community and to Judaism as a whole.  It was the most important place to be for God’s Chosen People.  If Mary and Joseph recognized who Jesus was maybe they would have gone to the Temple first before wondering the streets of Jerusalem.  Though again, why they didn’t do this I couldn’t say.  

Maybe they didn’t think a twelve year old child would be taken seriously in the company of the most schooled theologians of the day.  Maybe Jesus never really discussed  religion at home and his parents thought His knowledge and interest wouldn’t bloom until He was an adult.  There are so many ---------- maybes.  Yet, the importance of God’s House is as important today for us as it was for Jesus 2000 years ago.  Unfortunately, unbelievers and many Believers alike have watered down the Church’s importance in daily living.

The Bible commands us to meet together regularly so to share in worship and participate in Holy Communion.  Of course we can read about these two important spiritual acts in many different parts of the Bible.  But there is something else to consider here.  And that is fellowship.  Without regular Christian fellowship Believers often lose their way and start to live a Gospel that has little to do with the four books that start off the New Testament.  When we come together we strengthen each other, support each other, and guide each other in Christ our Lord.  

The Church is also the starting point for the majority of missions God would have us to do.  Through the monetary support of the church members, through the guidance of  church leaders, and through prayer we can discern the Lord’s will and carry out His commands.  And let us not forget that the Church, ideally, is the truest example to the outside world of godliness and holiness.  It is a refuge for those who have been rejected and a sanctuary to those who are persecuted or abandoned.  

Brothers and sister, as we officially finish up our annual Christmas celebrations I ask you to keep two important truths in the forefront of your hearts and minds in the year to come.  The first is that Jesus is alive and all around you.  Seek Him out and He will reveal Himself in ways that will, honestly, blow you away.  And secondly, that the Church of our Savior needs you - and you need it.  Give God what is God’s and through you the Lord will do wondrous things.  Amen.

