
“Truly, This is a Time For Joy!”
Third Sunday in Advent
Scripture Text: Zephaniah 3:14‑20

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 12/13/09)

These Old Testament passages share so much with us.  In this Biblical story — we are privy to the result of God taking care of those who opposed God’s will and how He expects those who remained to respond.

In this message, I’m not going to concentrate on the events the Lord is referring to - rather, I’m going center my thoughts on the expected response of the people. 

What was the Lord calling them to do here?  It was a call to rejoice.

God wanted them to recognize the truth that a great happening had occurred that would change their lives forever and so justified the response of joyful rejoicing to He who was responsible. 

If you think of it that way - then it makes perfect sense of why those who pick the scripture passages for the common lectionary decided to use this one during Advent.  

Advent is a time to remember to rejoice for what the Lord did for His children.  This is the time to remember that God fulfilled His promises of old to send a Messiah to save His own from the inevitable outcome of becoming one with the world and not one with their God.

Advent is a time to again anticipate the birth of God’s one and only begotten Son and how that means that God Himself would be among us in physical form.  

Advent is a time to remember that eternal life can and would be a reality that no one could take away from us unless we chose to give up this precious treasure.

But there’s a problem you see - some of us have gotten confused about what happiness and rejoicing is.     

What is the difference between joy and happiness?  Happiness comes from the root word “hap” which means chance.  Happiness is circumstantial.  It’s life going the way you want it to go and the feeling you experience when that happens.  Happiness can disappear as quickly as it came.  

Like a Christmas morning when your favorite relatives are present, everyone likes their gifts, and the baby cooperates with your predetermined schedule.  Like a perfect wedding day when the sun shines, the flower girls behave, and every single detail came out as you had dreamed it would. 

Without doubt, happiness is something to enjoy and celebrate on those occasions when something special ------- happens.

But, but there are so many other moments when life doesn’t ---------- happen --------- according to our plans.  What then? What can we expect to experience when life turns upside down, when we get NOTHING we want and ----- EVERYTHING ----- we don’t want?

My family, that - that’s the opportunity for joy!

Where happiness is circumstantial, -------- joy is not.  Joy is more than happiness.  The Old Testament describes joy as a quality of life as well as an emotion.

The spontaneous songs of worship contained in the Psalms for instance illustrates this kind of joy.  Joy is something deep that celebrates God’s character despite the circumstances.

In the New Testament, — joy is often expressed as ecstacy, - a feeling of amazement, an uninhibited response to God’s grace and presence in our days ------ such as the tidings of “joy” the angels brought to the shepherds at the birth of Christ.

Joy is also connected to hope, to love, and to the perspective that sees beyond the immediate ------ to the eventual. 

When all is said and done though, the Bible does offer an overall definition of this wondrous emotion.  To be honest, it could be surprising to you.  

The fruit of joy is confidence in God, in His grace despite the circumstances ----- despite what happens.  Joy is the ability to hold up because we know ---- we’re being held up.  Joy is the conviction that God is in control of every detail of our lives even when those details appear to be out --------- of control.

Joy is confidence in God no matter what happens.  Because we have watched the Lord working in so many moments of life ------- good, bad, confusing, sorrowful, challenging, incomprehensible ------- and still hold ourselves together because we know that God came through for us before and --------- we know He will come through again.

Real joy ------------ lasts.

There  certainly are many reasons for Believers to have joy - to rejoice now-a-days.  We are seeing God fulfill His promises - fulfilling our individual missions, givinghope that is real. 

And the reasons to hope, for having joy, to rejoice, this time of the year especially seems to be without number.  Our Savior is about to be born.  God’s One and only Son - the promised Messiah - will soon be among us.  And nothing will be the same - everything will change - the Kingdom will be so much closer to being fulfilled.  

And what greater gift could we ask for this Christmas season --------- or to pray for?

What’s coming my family?............Amen.
(partial outline used)
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