
“Getting Ready For God”
Scripture Text: Luke 3:1-6

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 12/06/09)

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert.  He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.  Every valley shall be filled in, 

every mountain and hill made low.  The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth.  And all mankind will see God’s salvation.’ 

Preparing for the holidays seems to be second nature to us.  There are some standard “things” we do:


- we send out cards

- do the preparation needed for Christmas dinner.

- buy gifts ----- wrapping paper, bows, scotch tape

- set up the Christmas tree, train, holiday dishes

- put up the lights outside the house

- bake cookies

- and so much more......

What isn’t as organized for us Christians is ---- preparing for the reason for the season.  What is Christmas?.........

And how should we prepare for it?

- maybe first by remembering what Christmas really is......

- reading the Bible story about the birth of Christ

- going to church regularly especially in December

- helping others prepare for it

- helping others who don’t believe to find a reason to believe

- watching for the Christ to appear

- giving gifts to ----- God.....whose birthday is it anyway?  - gifts for the poor and truly needy souls.    %?

- de-emphasizing the role of Santa Claus

- we could do what John the Baptist told people to do.............repent.  Ask God to forgive your sins...........

- by considering what kind of world we would have today if this day never came.........

- praising God for the gift of His Son, 
- rededicating our lives to His service and His glory, 
- conquering anything that has taken our attention, our time, our money away from Godly pursuits.

Remember please - Christmas is God sending His Son into the world so that one day we could be in Heaven.........Amen.
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