“There Are Many Kinds Of Blindness”
Scripture Text: Mark 10:46-52
(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 10/25/09)

Bartimaeus was not one of societies most popular people:
	- he was blind
	- he was considered spiritually flawed
	- he couldn’t provide for his own needs let alone his family’s
	- he begged for a living
	- he was quite low on the city’s most popular list - a loser so to speak

He was the kind of person you thanked God you were NOT - like.  Yet - yet history has shown that those around him really didn’t understand him at all.  Those who saw him day in and day out didn’t see how much he really could --------------- see.

Bartimaeus was insightful enough to do what he could to feed himself - if begging was his only choice then he did what he could.  Bartimaeus was insightful enough to know who Jesus was - not only His name but that He was the Son of David.  You could say here that he knew that Jesus was more than just a common man.  Bartimaeus was insightful enough to know that asking Jesus for money would be only a part-time fix.  Instead, he asked for mercy.  Bartimaeus was insightful enough to know to ignore those who told him to be quiet.  He knew that this might be his only opportunity to ask Jesus for help.  Bartimaeus was insightful enough to know not to delay even a second when Jesus called him.  He threw aside his cloak - which probably was his only one - and bolted to Christ.  And Bartimaeus was insightful enough to know not to ask for silver or gold but for something much more valuable --------  to him, to his community, and to his Temple.  He asked to see again - so he could be less of a burden to those around him and so to be a contributing member of society.

I have to hand it to the man - he expressed wisdom in his interactions with Christ.  He may have been blind but ----- in many other ways he could see much clearer ----- than those around him.  He wasn’t as disadvantaged as those around him thought he was.

And what was it that gave this societal outcast such an edge?  What did he have that the others did not.  How could he see what those who had good eyes could not?  Mark 10:52, “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.”  Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.  Bartimaeus had faith - he had faith.  Even though his life was hard, even though people didn’t treat him with respect, and even though he was very poor, Bartimaeus was one of the richest men in town.  He had faith and he used that faith to please the Lord.  In worldly standards Bartimaeus was at the bottom of the ladder.  In the eyes of God - in the eyes of God, Bartimaeus was closer to Him than many so-called disciples.

Unfortunately, even in the Christian Church, seeing isn’t always believing.  Sometimes what appears to be one thing turns out to be something totally different.  Sometimes us Christians are blind and we don’t even know it.

Today’s scripture lesson encourages each of us to look deep within ourselves to discover if we might be blind one way or another when it comes to our relationship with Christ.  For example, many seasoned Christians find great pride in letting others know that in the last handful of decades they have hardly missed a worship service.  Even during the hurricane in the 90's and that great snow storm of the 80's they were here.

Though I greatly encourage regular worship attendance ------ attending worship regularly is not a means to an end.  If you attend services 60 years in a row but never really hear the sermon, or if your spirit is not warmed by God, or if you never serve the Lord’s house -------------- than all you have accomplished is making a new record.  And honestly my brothers and sisters, that’s not much to brag about.

Or another example would be - if you are enabled by God to tithe but you chose not to - for whatever reason - I would say you have been blinded by materialism and worldly priorities.  Some of us can compartmentalize this aspect of Christian discipleship rather easily.  I have heard all kinds of rational like - “I’m too old, I’m too young, I’m too busy for God, my time is too precious”.  As a pastor these statements are painful to me. 

One of my seminary professors loved to use the word “holistic” all the time.  Actually, I found it annoying at times but I think he was on to something.

Maybe, maybe our faith determines how holistically we can serve.  Maybe, when our faith is strong our ability to give to others, to give to the Church, to open our eyes to the wonders of God is like a water facet suddenly turned on high.  Maybe, when our faith is strongest our love for God is at its peak and God is more easily able to open our eyes to what is really important in daily living.  Maybe, when our faith is vibrant we are more able to identify with the pain and suffering of those around us and the barriers that once kept us from helping them are so easily now torn down.  And maybe, when true faith permeates our bodies and our souls the truth of the need to be saved can be seen so clearly that we cannot make anything more of a priority in our life than to help others find their way from the darkness to the light.   

I believe the story of Bartimaeus gaining his sight has great implications for us in 2009.  I believe it reminds the greatest of us to the lowest of us that true wealth comes from being rich - with faith in God our Father, and with Jesus His Son, and with the Holy Spirit.  I believe it reminds us to keep our focus on what God deems important and not what we deem important.  I believe it reminds us that in the end all that will matter is the state of our souls - and not of our pocket books.  And I believe it reminds us what should be the natural result of having Jesus in our life.   Mark 10:52, “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.”  Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.  And I believe it reminds us what should be the natural result of having Jesus in our life.  We follow Jesus in everything.

You must decide these things for yourselves.  Do you really have faith in Jesus Christ?  And if you don’t - what are you going to do about it?

Do you have enough faith in Jesus to be called a genuine disciple?

Do you have so much faith in Christ that it bubbles over in acts of compassion and love to a hurting world?

If you are blind find a way to shed yourselves of whatever it is that blocks you from seeing.  And if you really do see - are you serving in ways that Christ has commanded you to serve?

Be like Bartimaeus - believe and have faith.  If you do you will see more clearly than you ever dreamed was possible.  Amen.
