
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Really, It’s The Least I Can Do”
Scripture Text: Mark 10:17-31

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 10/11/09)
What is grace?  Grace is God's unmerited favor.  It is kindness from God we don't deserve.  There is nothing we have done, nor we can ever do to earn this favor.  It is a gift from God.  Grace is divine assistance given to humans for their regeneration (rebirth); a virtue coming from God; a state of sanctification enjoyed through divine -------- favor. I think we all want this - I mean, who wouldn’t - right? 

Yet, many more Christians than we would like to admit have grasped onto something far more inferior that they believe is the same thing.  It is called “Cheap grace”.  Cheap Grace is a term that was coined by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Christian theologian.  He did this before being hanged in a nazi concentration camp near the last month of WW2.

Cheap Grace really isn’t grace at all.  It is the belief by some Believers that we are entitled - to eternal life.  Because God loves us, because God is God, because we say Jesus is in our hearts, because God has extended His hand to all with the hope we would return His affections ------- our responsibilities to Him after that are optional.  Contrition is not necessary then on our parts.  We don’t have to repent of our sins, we do not have to ask for forgiveness, we don’t have to do anything actually ----- we feel we are due God’s favor simply because God has made it known how much He wants us to be with Him.  We believe our sins are covered -------- so ----- “Lord, if you don’t mind, give me what I want and let me live my life the way I feel is best.......”.  Uh huh......

Many professing Christians today utterly ignore the Biblical truth that grace "instructs us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously, and godly in the present age".  Instead, they live as if grace were a supernatural "Get Out of Jail FREE" ticket ------ a no-strings-attached, open-ended package of amnesty.  Often they find out too late that Cheap grace is just a self-awarded privilege.  Often they find out too late that this belief is just a lie.  Often they find out too late that Cheap Grace doesn’t divorce them from the moral and spiritual demands that come from being like Christ from day to day.

And just how is this lived out in today’s contemporary Christianity?  For some, it is satisfying what they believe are God’s minimum requirements just enough so ------ to get the maximum return.  For others, it is picking and choosing what parts of God’s Holy Word they want to follow.  When we do this of course they can say that at least they are trying - to fulfill some ------of the Law. 

If you have heard me preach for a while you know that I rarely talk about monetary giving to the church.  I am one of those pastors who save those kinds of sermons for the yearly capital campaign.  But today - is an exception to that tradition.  In the last 30 days two different families in our church have, on their own initiative, shared with me their pain regarding Biblical tithing.  For those of you who may not be totally clear on the matter, Biblical tithing is giving 10% of our pre-tax income to God’s church.  And this would be for current expense.  But surprising enough to me - it wasn’t they -------- who had a problem with doing it ----- but rather, that so many others - refused to tithe or have justified somehow giving a far smaller percentage only to non-current expense church activities.   

They couldn’t understand how others who gave $5.00 a week to the Food Pantry or $3.00 a week to the Advance thought that they were satisfactorily taking care of this important aspect of Christian discipleship.

Who did they think was paying the electric bill, or for the oil for the boiler or for the paychecks for the employees, they asked me.  Didn’t they know that not giving to current expense dramatically challenged certain ministries to be able to grow and be more effective while often giving an excess of funds to other ministries that didn’t currently even need all the money they received?  Didn’t they know that not giving to current expense often completely stifles the church’s ability to start new programs?  Did they really believe they had God’s approval in how they - decided - it was best to give to the church?  What about what God said about giving, they asked.  Though the answers I shared were what I believed to be the truth - they weren’t the answers they were expecting.      

Then of course we can extend that conversation to include service to the church: Why is it pastor that 20% of the church members are doing 80% of the work?  Why are there about a dozen people who seem to be on two or three teams -------- all the time?  Why are so few people serving?  Don’t they know how much of a burden it is on us who do everything?  Do they think it is ok to take, take, take and not share themselves at least once in a while?  Though the answers I shared here were what I believed to be the truth also ------ they also weren’t the answers I believe they were expecting. 

Maybe the best answer to such questions is answered here in the Gospel of Mark.  Mark 10:29-30, “I tell you the truth,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life.  Maybe, maybe so many of us are afraid to share our time, or  our money, or our talents because we’re afraid we aren’t going to get anything back for our sacrifices.  Maybe we have lost our way - spiritually - when it comes to returning to God a portion of what He has blessed us with. 

The world tells us that we should get compensated for our efforts, for our investments, for our time.  American society considers that to be a given.  Yes?  But I tell you this morning that our world, and our society is not in tune with what our Lord tells us is truly important when it comes to “payback”.  Verses 29 and 30 tell me that when we give God our all, when we give God our money, our time, our best for Him and His creation, we are rewarded in ways far more extravagantly then the world can even imagine.

When we follow God’s will the Lord brings to us others with like minds: others who will comfort us when we are down, others who will guide us when we loss our way, others who will share in the ministry work itself.  When we follow God all our basic needs are taken care of.  The Lord will never send us on a journey and allow us to starve along the way.  When we follow the Lord the supplies we need to complete the task at hand are guaranteed.  God will never allow mere resources to stymy His plans. And when we follow God we are reminded that our reward is far more precious than food, or drink, or money, or things.  Our reward is having a healthy, growing relationship with Him.  Our reward is glorifying His name in our hearts as well as in our actions.  Our reward is having the honor to represent His Son to a dark and depraved generation.  Our reward is the privilege in being used in someone else being saved.  And, our reward is spending eternity in the actual presence of God, and of Jesus, and of the Holy Spirit.

My brothers and sisters, time is short.  Before we know it our ability to serve, our ability to give, our ability to take advantage of ministry opportunities will come to an end.  I ask you NOT to allow ego, or pride, or greed or anything else to replace what Christians know is of real importance - is of real value.  God - is our greatest reward.  God - is our greatest reward.  Don’t put anything before Him.  Share what you know you should ------ for His glory.  Serve as you have been taught to in the Bible ----- because you love Him.  Believe the promises that are about to be fulfilled --- because they came from God.  In the end - you will have it all.  Amen.

