 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Like A Child?”
Scripture Text: Mark 9:30-37

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 9/20/09)
Greatness - an ever repeating worldly priority that has caused such confusion and pain in the Christian soul.  What did Jesus tell us true greatness is: Mark 9:35b, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all."  Greatness is being the servant of all.

No one likes the word “servant”.  It is too easily confused with being a “slave”.  They are though two very different words.  A slave is someone who has no choice but to obey.  A servant is something quite different.

What is a servant, a Christian servant?

     - it’s someone who’s submissive to God & then to others.


- A Christian servant meets the real needs of others instead of themselves.  A Christian servant puts earthly priorities aside - as Jesus did - and does whatever ------ whatever is needed to fulfill the needs of God’s children.  Needs could be emotional, spiritual, physical - or anything else for that matter.


- that makes sense

But not an easy task.  Not an easy task for today’s Followers of Christ.  So much must be considered if we are to succeed.

How do we know if we are on the wrong track?  


- You know you’re on the wrong track if there is even a hint of concern on your part for greatness or personal reward.


- You know you’re on the wrong track if continuing the work is contingent on your efforts of being acknowledged.


- You know you’re on the wrong track if - your needs also must be somehow fulfilled in your efforts to serve.

How do we know if we are on the right - track?


- You know you’re on the right track if there is little doubt that you are fulfilling God’s will.


- You know you’re on the right track if you are being made more and more into the likeness of Christ.


- You know you’re on the right track if you are convinced that all people, men, women, children, the young, the old, black, white, green, purple, rich or poor are all equal in the eyes of the Lord.


- You know you’re on the right track if the greatest love in your life is the Savior of us all.

What is greatness?  It is being a servant of God.  It is putting others first.  

It is the willingness to wait to see the promises of God fulfilled in all those whose soul is shrouded in darkness and whose hearts have been hardened by the lies of the Devil.

What is greatness?  Greatness is every attribute found in the person of Jesus Christ: Our Lord, our King, our Hope, and our Salvation.

What is greatness?  It is God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

Is it possible to be great in 2009?  Of course.  There is nothing this world can do to stop us from being great in God’s eyes.

What holds us back from greatness is ------------ ourselves.

We are our own worst enemy when it comes to fulfilling our godly destiny of being great.  

I ask you - do you have the courage to give it all to God?  Your egos and your pride, your dreams and aspirations, your money and your time, your hopes and your fears, your doubts and your worries, your hates and your loves, everything ------------- everything?

Jesus did - and look what good came from it!  The first Disciples did and Christianity spread across the globe.  Mother Teresa did and see how many people’s lives were turned towards Christ.  That stranger down the block did - and now someone you know will never go back to that terrible addiction, that sense of hopelessness, that life of unnecessary pain.  

Brothers and sisters Christian servant-hood demands everything - but it also gives us the greatest of gifts ------ to be one with Christ.

Will you serve, will you be like Jesus, will you live out your life as a fragrant offering to God?  I pray that you will.  I pray that you will.  Amen.
