 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Being One With Jesus”

Scripture Text: John 6:51-58

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 8/15/09)
Can you even imagine what those who heard Jesus say what He did thought about these very odd words?  - Is He a cannibal?, remember now, Jesus was talking to Jews here.  God’s law forbid drinking blood, eating human flesh.

Looking superficially, from the outside, Jesus appeared to be condoning pagan sacrifices and demonic practices.  If we read further we would discover that many who called themselves “disciples” gave Jesus up and went back to their old life.  They couldn’t comprehend why He would say what He was saying.

We today though should immediately recognize what statements like these of Christ’s turned into -----?----- into our communion rituals of course.  The body of Christ......the blood of Christ........And after I share these words what do we do with the elements? In actuality, these passages have little to do with the literal eating of God’s flesh.  We Methodists do not believe that when we take communion we are eating the literal body and blood of Christ.  We believe it to be a very important symbolic act that represents, among other things, our desire to be as much like Jesus as we possibly can.

The answer we are looking for of why He was saying these things comes in verse 63 (on screen): The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.  Jesus wants us to live the most fulfilling life that is possible.  What Jesus wants us to do is to fuel up - so to speak - with what it takes to live that kind of life.  He wants us to digest His -------- Words.  Christ wants us to read and live the Old and New Testaments.  

Jesus wants us to do this so completely that doing so - for us --------- would seem more important than even eating and drinking.  Jesus is telling us that we must reexamine our most basic of priorities.  What we thought were crucial needs ----- so we thought ----- are often masquerading as something they are not.  

Yes, eating and drinking are not actions we can eliminate ---- but there is something far more crucial to truly living a meaningful life.  And there is no better way to define what a “meaningful life” is - than by uniting with our Creator.  Jesus tells us Himself that the way to do that is to read God’s Gospel and to live it as if our most prized possession in life depends upon doing so ----- because --------- it does.  That prize is having a healthy, growing relationship with God that leads to eternal life.

Is this asking a lot of us?  Brothers and sisters it is asking EVERYTHING --------- of us.  We are being asked to put our personal wants aside in order to become more holy, and more Godly, and less worldly.  It is asking us to ignore what others consider paramount ---- and to adopt a philosophy of living that gives eternal -------- rewards ------------- rather than material ones.  We are being asked to live a life that centers on spiritual perfection - and not personal gratification and glorification.
And so - I ask you to decide for yourselves what you feel is best to feast on: a ham sandwich - or the Word of God.  Or is it LOBSTER ------ or God’s Holy Word?  Or is it ---------------- you fill in the blank -------- or God’s own Words of life.

Chose carefully my family.  Eternal life may be in the balance.  Amen.
