 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Would You Dance?”
Scripture Text: 2 Samuel 6:1-19

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 7/12/09)
So, lets take a look at what’s going on here.  King David wanted to move the ark of God from where it was and bring it to the City of David where he had prepared a place for it.  He obviously was very excited about this endeavor as Second Samuel shares with us.  Great joy filled the hearts of the whole house of Israel as the ark got closer and closer to its new home.  Then, something unexpected happened.  At the threshing floor of Nacon, a man named Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark because the oxen had stumbled.  Uzzah didn’t mean to disrespect God when he did this ----- he just did not want the ark to come crashing down to the ground.  But the Lord considered what he did to be an irreverent act.  Only the Levites were allowed to touch the ark and Uzzah was not a Levite.  The penalty was death and so Uzzah was struck down right there on the spot.  David decided to leave the ark in the house of Obed-Edom for three months ---- then he retrieved it.  The celebration commenced again and the ark finally came into the city and David shared a gift of food with his subjects.

The first thing that struck me as quite odd when reading this Old Testament passage was David’s reaction to the death of Uzzah.  David became ---- angry.  If we put ourselves in David’s shoes we might first think that David might believe that God was heartless or unmerciful because of what He did.  Wasn’t Uzzah zealous for the ark?  Wasn’t his act of trying to keep the ark from toppling over an expression of love and respect?  Why did he have to die?  I think these possible thoughts of David are certainly viable.  Yet, if we look at the importance of the rules of the ark that God had made, it was EXCEPTIONALLY clear that only the Levites were to have physical contact with this holy object.  It was understood that where the ark was - there also was God.  When someone other than a priest touched the ark - it was defiled.  That poor choice on Uzzah’s part had to be acted upon.  

But, honestly, I don’t believe that God was the only source  here in regards to David’s anger.  I think that what also is an important issue here isn’t what - David was angry about but who - David was angry at.  I believe David was as angry at himself - as he was with God.  He knew what the rules were but instead of assigning only Levites to walk beside the ark - David put someone there who had no religious authority to do such a task.  So, I believe David had good and multiple reasons to be emotionally distraught because of what happened.

Now, the second thing I found peculiar about this Scripture was how King David later ---- reacted to his anger ----- both the anger he had at himself and the anger he had at God.  What did he do?

He wore the least a man could wear to cover the essentials and danced with all his might before the Lord.  David humbled himself as a man - and as a king - and he glorified and honored the God of Israel.  He made himself vulnerable to the opinions of others - as Saul’s daughter -  shared ------ he lowered himself before the entire nation - and he acknowledged his love for the God of Heaven and earth.

That doesn’t sound like a response many of us here would make if we were angry at God - does it?  

I have heard many complaints from church goers against God.  I have heard pain and anger flow from the lips of God’s children that would make your souls cringe.  And the reactions that can come from this anger varies from rejecting the Church, withholding promised tithes, switching denominations, and up to and including, denying God and God’s Son.  

When people are angry with the Lord, usually our first inclinations are not to humble ourselves and praise Him with all our might.  It is usually to strike out in anger and withhold our presence from the One we not too long ago were share our most intimate prayers with.  We go so easily from one extreme to another in the most important area of our existence.  And by doing so, we reveal how spiritually weak and needy we are.  We reveal ----- how human we are.

Before I go into what I believe what a Christians’ response to being angry with God should be maybe — maybe I should answer a more basic - fundamental question.  And that is, do we even have the right ----- to be angry with our Creator?  Is it a sin to express our anger to God?  My brothers and sisters, the Lord has no problem with us being angry with Him.  God wants us to share not only our love but everything else with Him as well.  God is big enough to handle anything we can send in His direction ------ really, you trust me on that one!  Being angry with God is not a sin.  The issue is what we do ---- with that anger.   

Christians who trust God implicitly know that all things happen for a reason.  It may be made crystal clear right away, it may be revealed in time - or we may never know why, yet, we always believe God is with us all and that is good enough for us.  If that is true, our response to what has occurred is all that really matters.  It’s all that matters because how ----- we respond to what we don’t understand - mirrors our true belief and feelings for God.  If we trust God we could never condemn Him for what has happened - condemnation on our part shows that we do not believe that God has our best interests at heart.  It shows that we don’t believe that God knows what He is doing.  It reveals the belief that we think that we know how to do things better than God.  I’m not saying here though that we should be mindless zombies that don’t think about the happenings around us.  What I am saying is that our perspective needs to be one of trust ------ rather than one of self-centeredness.

So, what should a Christian’s response to being angry with God be?  The first thing I would suggest you do is to NOT - not hold it in!  Share it with Him as you would share it with anyone else you love.  The Lord has made us and He has given us healthy ways to release our anger and frustration.  God knows what will happen if we do - hold it in ----- and so do you.  After we “let God have it” so to speak, we need to put some thought into all the aspects of what happened.  Can we learn from the experience something that will bring us closer to God?  Was what happened really something we can blame God for?  Are we blaming God for allowing others to have the gift of free will?  Have we exaggerated the kind of relationship we have with God in our minds and so are giving ourselves a false belief of how privileged we should be in everyday living?  If the answers to such questions aren’t what we know they aught to be then we need to make the necessary changes in ourselves.

And the last thing we should do, when sufficient time has passed - is to restore and strengthen our relationship with the Lord.  Long-term  anger doesn’t change anything for the better - and it will only do one thing effectively ------ and that is to muddy our personal connection with God.  

And when our connection to God has been weakened - life just isn’t satisfying.  And everyone loses - from ourselves to our families, to our church and our workplaces, to our country and our world.

My family - being angry with God is our right - as one of His children.  When you exercise that right though, do it with the same grace He has shown you when He wasn’t too pleased with you through the years.  

Never let your anger diminish your most prized possession ----- your love for our Lord.  Amen. 
