 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Independence and Dependence”
Scripture Text: Mark 6:1-13

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 7/05/09)
July 4th is a very special day here in the United States of America.  It is the day we celebrate our independence from the kingdom of Great Britain.  We also commemorate the adoption of the Declaration of Independence which was signed on July 4, 1776. 

There are lots of traditions we follow on July 4th - fireworks, parades, barbecues, picnics, concerts and ball games.  I think we all look forward to a number of these special events every July 4th weekend.

Our Bibles tell us that the quest for independence from those who oppress us is righteous and godly.  Equality, freedom of choice, maintaining a minimal standard of living are fundamental rights everyone should have and should enjoy.

And to that I would have to agree.  God wants us to be happy.  God wants us to be joyful.  God wants our lives to have meaning and fulfilment.  Yet, when it comes to the concept of independence the Lord has other thoughts on the subject.  

And our culture ---- goes to the ultimate other extreme on nearly any issue you can think of and personal independence surely is one of these issues.  We should have complete and total freedom to do whatever we want to do - regardless of how offensive it is to others - so says the world.  Our culture tells us that we should go to any extreme so to experience what the world has to offer ------- even if the consequences to ourselves or to those we love may be negative.

All that matters is our own personal happiness because if we don’t do it now we may never get the chance.

That attitude doesn’t work for us Christians - and thank God for that.  Our Bibles do not allow such a reckless and conceited view of existence.  In fact, with no surprise, God’s holy Word tells us that dependence ----- is actually better than independence.  This morning I’d like to give you three examples of what dependence means to God.  
First, dependence on God means counting on Him for our daily needs.  Life isn’t always easy.  Though we do have many bright spots of course we all have and will face many trials in our life times.  Sometimes we feel hopeless and doomed and we come to the conclusion that there isn’t anything we can do to help ourselves.

This happens when our dependence on our own skills and abilities is our final expression of independence to our families, to our world, and to our God.  To some people - they actually believe that depending on God is an act of weakness or an admission of defeat.  And that is so sad.

Brothers and sisters, trusting God is one of the greatest strengths a person can have.  When we depend on the Lord we realize that without the Lord we are powerless.  When we depend on the Lord our need for constant contact becomes crystal clear.  You see, God is our source ----- of personal power.  All our strength, all our drive comes from the reservoir that flows from the depths of God’s love for us.  

Because of this it is crucial that we keep in touch with Him.  When we have this attitude problems will drive us to God rather than away from Him.  When we rely on God daily we find that our daily needs are always --------- satisfied.  

The second example of what dependence on God means to us is in regards to counting on the power of prayer.  If this world believes it or not, likes it or not, there are some situations we face in our lives where prayer is the ONLY ----- way to resolve them.  Some predicaments in life are beyond the control or ability of human beings.

God knows this - and in fact, in my opinion, He purposely designed it this way so we would be forced to turn to Him in prayer.  The Lord knows that prayer is the key that unlocks our faith in Him.  But not just “any” kind of prayer will do - only effective ----- prayer will generate the godly results we are hoping for.

Effective prayer is both an attitude of dependence and ---- an action ------ it is asking.  Effective prayer demonstrates our reliance on the Lord as we humbly invite Him to fill us with faith and Christly power.  There simply is no substitute for effective prayer.

And the last example of what dependence on God means is: counting on God’s complete and total control in our lives in every aspect from the smallest concerns to the greatest.  From having shoes on our feet ----- to clean air to breath.  From having enough to eat ------ to keeping us safe as we travel.  And from enabling us to pay our bills -------- to life and death situations.  

There is not a single scenario where the Lord should not be in control.  As the years pass most everything around us changes as well.  Friends change, our family members move out of state or go to the Lord, our economy bounces all over the place in ways that scare us beyond words.  Everything changes - except for God and our dependence on Him to keep the promises He has made.

God’s love and purpose for us never changes and only when we can understand this can we have real peace and security.  
Now, we have some decisions to make.  We can chose to be dependent on God or we can chose to put our trust in worldly things.  We can believe God’s promises - or we can just hope ---------- events play out as we want them to.  We can pray to our Creator so to strengthen our holy relationship ------ or, we can put our faith in those around us.

These decisions can be difficult - even for Christians because the Christly answer contradicts worldly common sense.  

But even so, I pray that on this 4th of July weekend you can look beyond worldly logic and receive the gift of our dependence on the Lord because when we finally allow ourselves to do that, to totally depend completely on God, we truly become the most independent a person can be.

May the Lord bless you all.  Amen.
