 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Faith and Equality”
Scripture Text: Mark 5:21-43, Corinthians 8:7-15

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 6/28/09)
This morning’s lectionary Scripture lessons discuss two very important Christian concepts.  The first is faith and the second is equality.  Let us begin with faith.  Faith is a subject that most of us are not ignorant about.  Seasoned Christians have heard numerous sermons on the subject, we have all read stories in our Bibles about faith, we have watched TV shows like Touched By An Angel and Joan of Arcadia, and contemporary individuals known for their faith-filled lives like Mahatma Gondi and Mother Theresa are not strangers to our ears.  Yet, with all that before us so many of us still feel that we lack even a fundamental quantity of this most basic spiritual necessity.

In Hebrews 11:1 it reads, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see”.  Though I believe this is a very nice definition, for me, it just isn’t enough to really grasp the full meaning of this vital component of our Christian identity.  Lets look a little deeper.  What is faith to you all?  Wait -------  Some other possibilities would be: ABSOLUTE TRUST.  This is where there is absolutely no doubt in our minds about any aspect of God and God’s promises.  The existence of the Lord, the nature of God, and the promises God has made never come into question.  Because “God is God” - that is all that we need to believe.
Faith can also be described as ------ grace.  Grace is God’s unfailing love to His children.  Because God is perfect, God’s love for us is also perfect ----- and so, in this perfect love we can rely on the Lord 110% in every way.  One of my favorite ways to define faith is: an attitude of expectation.  An attitude of expectation.  We Believers, we Followers of Jesus the Christ, can be assured that the Lord’s Word will come true in this world and in the world to come.  The only drawback there of course is that what will happen will occur in God’s time and not our time!  God knows all things and so He will do what He will do when He knows the time is right ----- and not when we think it should happen.  Yet, even with that reality in place I find it terribly comforting to know that, whatever it is that is going to happen, it will one day come to be.  For me ------- that means God is in charge and He will make sure everything will be fine in the end.

Another viable understanding of “faith” is to consider it a -------- gift from God.  Faith, for some of us, is directly linked to salvation and even though we must still accept the gift, we know that God is the only One able to share this gift with us.  And thank God for that!  Thank God for that!  Faith without eternal life isn’t really worth having.  And though there are many more ways to define faith, one last way is to say that faith ----- is a relationship with God and with Jesus.  Believing in one Lord, living your life as He directs, realizing that God knows and loves you, feeling God’s presence in your day-to-day activities can only happen if we have no doubt that the Lord is our friend and is with us always.  That can be unnerving for some of us - couldn’t it?  That also would mean that when we chose to sin we would know that Jesus was right there with us watching us do it!  That would be a great deterrent from sinning in the first place, Amen?!
Let us now discuss “how” to get faith.  Romans 10:17 says, “...faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”  Unfortunately, faith cannot be bought in the supermarket, we cannot trade for it, and it certainly cannot be earned.  True faith must be received as a gift from the Lord of Heaven.  The very first thing we need to do ---- is simply to ask God for it.  Let the Lord know of your need for holy faith in Him.  This clearly expresses that you realize that faith comes from only one source.  This clearly expresses to God that your priorities lie with Him and not with earthly matters.  

After that, as Scripture has stated here in Romans - we need to read God’s Word regularly.  Allow what you read to become a part of you.  With this include going to church as often as possible and attending Bible studies so to learn whatever you can about Biblical truth.  Faith comes from knowing God.  And once you get faith - we need to live it.  If we really have faith in and from God there is absolutely no way we could hold it in all to ourselves.  If we have faith we will trust God implicitly.  That doesn’t mean that we will understand everything God has chosen to do and it doesn’t mean we like how God has chosen to accomplish His ends.  What it means is that we trust the Lord enough to know that in His perfection, all things will be done for our good and they will ultimately glorify God’s name as it should be glorified.  And ----- with that trust obedience will flow.  Christians who read their Bibles, Christians who are active in their church, Christians who have their eyes and hearts open cannot but see where our Christian obedience should lead us.  Obedience to fulfill the human needs around us are more than apparent.  That is why the Lord has started a food pantry here at Pearson.  First we must look to the physical needs - food, clothing, and personal hygiene.  When this is done, we will be lead to expand into others ministry areas.  

And with that I mean areas of spiritual growth.  When the bodies needs are fulfilled - we can effectively move on to the individuals spiritual journey.  The Lord has not yet prompted us to these kinds of ministries but I am sure it won’t be too much longer.  And, as Disciples in Jesus Christ, the best way to live a life of faith, to no ones surprise I am sure, is to be as much like ------ who? --------- Jesus as we can.  The Holy Word tells us a little of how our Christ lived day-to-day.  How He helped all those who sincerely looked to Him for relief, how He associated with the lowly and the outcast, how He touched lepers and sinners, ------------ how no one was beneath Him.  We must live as Jesus lived.  We must live in such a way that when people see us, they see Jesus as well.  

When we are volunteering at the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen, those waiting to receive their meal should wonder how so much of Jesus could fill the souls of the Pearson Memorial United Methodist Church volunteers.  When we correct the cashier at the supermarket because she gave us too much change, she should come to realize that Christians are not like the rest of the world.  And when we are placed in a situation where we can ---------- but chose not to strike out against another ------ our godly behavior should be a reason for others to reevaluate how they view life -------- and their Lord.
Now, that’s a little about faith - lets now see how that all works into today’s second concept - equality.

Honestly, I don’t believe that the connection between faith and equality should be difficult for Christians to see.  I really believe faith and equality go hand in hand.  True faith gives us a different picture of those we encounter around us.  We see people differently when the faith of God and Jesus are within us.  When a need arises we simply have to act.  When our Russian missionary, Susan Fuller, asked us to help neglected orphans - what did we do?  We did what we could to give them a chance to succeed.  When the elderly in our community find it impossible to go to the grocery store or their doctor appointments - what do we do?  We, without exception, get them to where they need to be.  When God’s people come to the church in need of something special, their skin color doesn’t matter, their gender doesn’t matter, their marital status doesn’t matter, their past doesn’t matter, and what faith they follow doesn’t matter.  What matters is that they know that they will be treated with the same respect and dignity we share with everyone else.  

My brothers and sisters, faith changes who we are down to the essence of our souls.  Through faith filled eyes we can see how wretched we - once were; and so we, with the help of God, can then help others to see how Jesus can change their lives too.  This morning I ask you to strive to attain the faith you need to be closer to Jesus than you ever have been.  Do this for your world, do this for your church, do this for your families and do this for yourselves.  Do this so others can see and believe. 

Faith that is seen is faith that can change anything and anyone.  And God bless you all.  Amen.
