 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“When It Is Hard To Trust God”
Scripture Text: Mark 4:35-41

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 6/21/09)
You know, I believe my childhood was not atypical as compared to the majority of kids I grew up with.  My parents were conscientious people who worked hard for a living.  My siblings teased me on a regular basis.  I hated English class in every single grade.  The opposite sex was a complete and total mystery to me - well, that hasn’t changed actually!  I attended a four year college program, graduated, and was laid off from my first full-time job that left me stranded and broke in another state.  My life, overall, wasn’t that out of the ordinary.  

Because it’s Father’s Day today I of course have had that playing on my mind all week long.  As most of you know, my Dad lives in Florida.  My mother died in 1992 and about four years later my father met my stepmother, Pat, and they were married shortly there after.  

Anyway, the thought that came to my mind this Father’s Day was inspired by today’s Gospel lesson.  The apostles were on a boat with Jesus, a storm overtook them, and they were about to die.  Jesus then told the storm to be quiet and the wind and waves immediately died down.  They responded to all this by saying, “Who is this?  Even the wind and the waves obey him!”  They couldn’t believe what they saw.  They couldn’t fathom the depths of the abilities of the Man who stood before them.  They were dumbfounded by this super-natural act.  

Now, growing up, if not for a short period of time, weren’t the vast majority of us the same way with our dads?  If one of our toys broke - who did we bring it to get fixed?  Dad.  If our eight track players needed new batteries who did we bring it to?  Yes, I dated myself there!  Dad.  If our school project seemed impossible to do who did we bring it to?  Dad.  For me, my father could fix any problem I had.  He had all the answers, he had all the expertise, he could remedy any situation.  Nothing seemed beyond him and most of the time it appeared as if he didn’t even need time to think over the matter and make a plan to fix my problem - he just took the broken parts and he made everything work again.

Lets fast forward a number of decades.  Now I’m the dad.  My kids give me - their toys to fix but much of the time it is the electronic parts that are broken - and I can’t fix them.  They ask me how to play a new video game - and I can’t do it!  Joshua, my six year old, asked why he hasn’t received a laptop yet - I don’t even own a laptop!

Yet with all these seemingly endless daddy deficiencies my kids still believe I can fix the vast majority of problems that come their way.  They believe in me no matter what the outcome is.  As a dad, as a human being, to be quite honest with you - that scares me a whole lot.  I have five wonderful children who count on me - who expect me - to be able to take care of any problem they have from kissing a boo-boo all better to finding the money to pay for college expenses.  They have put their complete trust in me and sometimes that really is overwhelming.  It overwhelms me because I know that I will - sooner or later - show my imperfectness to my family.  They will find out one day that I am not Superman - or Bob the Builder - or Bill Gates.  The last thing I want is for my children to be disappointed in their father.  They trust me with so much and it will be a difficult day when they realize that I, like every other person born - except for Jesus of course - has lots of flaws and deficiencies.  

Everyone should have at least one person they can count on 100% of the time.  Someone who will always listen, someone who will never let them down, someone who really cares about them as an individual.

That kind of security blanket cannot be bought at any price.  It’s a gift that could only come from God Himself.  And you know what, everyone of us here has been given this marvelous blessing.  Everyone of us has been given this security blanket.  The Lord knows how much we need to have at least one special person who we can count on, and to trust through all of life’s unpredictable ups an downs.  And God, in His wonderful wisdom, also knows that no matter how hard a person tries - even a parent - sooner or later we will let each other down.  

Because God knows our need and because God knows how important it is to have that one person we can have no doubt about by our side, God has given all His own the greatest Father’s Day gift.  He has given us the gift of the perfect Father.  He has given us - Himself.

This morning I ask you, if you currently are finding it difficult to call God - Father - do to a personal reason or something else - to try to put that issue aside for the moment.  Try, if you will, to accept this gift from our Creator in the spirit it was intended.

I pray we all see how blessed we are that our Lord has provided for this need.  We all have Someone with us 24/7 who will listen to anything and everything we have to say.  Every promise God the Father shares with us will come to be - everyone of them!  When we need help, when we don’t know what direction to turn, when all seems lost, God will always be there to show us the way.  He will never misguide us and He will never give bad advice.  God will always wipe away our tears, always comfort us when difficult challenges come out of no where, and always give us somewhere to lay our heads at night.  We can count on God 100% of the time.

For some of us though, that is much easier said than done.  It is hard to trust God implicitly when our lives seem less than ideal - in our eyes.  Or it could be hard to trust God when others have lied to us, or have betrayed our trust, or have stolen the things that are most precious to our souls.  And all I can do in response to that is say ----- that though God has given us life - He never promised it would be easy.  And, though God has put many people around us - He never promised they would do the right thing at the right time.  And, through everything, God has been holding us close.  God has never let us down and He has never betrayed our trust.  He was and is our very best friend and perfect parent ------- the perfect Dad.

Today is Father’s Day.  We have been watching just a small fraction of some of the important men in our lives flash up here on the wall.  Some are cousins, uncles, husbands, and friends.  Some are dads, granddads, and maybe even some great granddads.  

Honestly, it doesn’t matter to many of us if they are our - or were our ---- biological fathers or not.  Some of these men did what dads were ordained to do - and that’s all that really matters.

I ask you to honor them this morning.  Thank them for how they have helped you to be the person you.  And don’t forget to thank one more Father - God - for everything He has done as well.

And God bless you all.  Amen.

