 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“The Classic”
Scripture Text: John 3:1-17

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 6/7/09)

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For me, this passage of Scripture is one of the most powerful that can be found in God’s Holy Word.  We have seen it on posters at ball games, we have read it on Easter cards, and we have all heard many sermons preached from the pulpit centered on this blessed Biblical passage.  Yet I must ask a poignant question - from one Christian to another: have you ever attempted to really look beyond the words so to try to discover more of the deeper meanings encompassed by this single amazing sentence?  

So many of us are quick to accept the gift that Jesus came to earth to share with His children without really thinking about how wonderful it is, how spiritual it is, how Godly it is.  I pray this morning to do just that ------ to help you see this beautiful verse in a fresh and new light.  I hope this morning to open your eyes in a way that draws you closer to Jesus, and to God, and to the Holy Spirit like you never knew was possible.

For God so loved the world.....For God so loved the world.  Have you ever thought about God loving you?  The Creator of all life, the Maker of the Heavens and the earth, the only Deity that ever was and will ever be -------- loves you!  God Almighty knows your name and is with you every moment of every day.  

The Lord knows your every thought - and your every need.  God had a plan for your life before you were conceived in your mother’s womb.  God knows what you will be doing in five minutes, in five years, and in five decades.  There isn’t anything about you that is hidden from the Lord - and yet, and yet He still loves you - from your head down to your toes.  How amazing - how overwhelming that is!  That is love expressed like only the Lord could do it ------ complete and perfect.

And how can we know that we are loved?  First, we can look back on our lives and see where the Lord intervened on our behalf.  If we are honest with ourselves - we will see more instances then we would care to admit when we got ourselves into a pickle --------- and only by the grace of God were we able to get through it relatively unscathed.  Or, we could look back on other circumstances in our past, — circumstances where we were totally helpless ---- or a victim to another’s carelessness or evil actions and the Lord kept us safe or held us close until the danger past.

We can see God’s love also of course in more worldly things  like the home we live in, the clothes we wear, and the food we eat.  Now, we might whine that we don’t get to dine out as often as we like or that we don’t always wear designer slacks ----- or that our homes just don’t have enough rooms to store all our stuff.  But none of those things have anything to do with a lack of love expressed from God.  We forget, oh so quickly, that there is a tremendous difference between --- wants ------ and - needs.  God has ------ promised to give us what we need.  Wants - are an extra blessing that go beyond necessities.  

We can never forget the untold numbers of people who don’t have the basics: those who are cold at night, those whose empty stomachs ache, those who live on the street.  And yet God’s promises of supplying their needs are 100% covered also ----- God has given us the plenty to supply a portion to those who have nothing.  To those who have little ----- we are rich beyond words.  And, my family, we are rich.  Never take for granted how the Lord has blessed you.

And how else can we know that we are loved?  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.  We can read for ourselves in our Bibles that we are loved so much by the Lord that He gave His One and only Son.  God the Father loves us so desperately, so passionately, so sincerely, that He was willing to give up, to loss, to sacrifice, His Son, Jesus.  This act was not minor in any sense.  I wonder how many of us here this morning would allow their child to die so another could be saved.  Would you sacrifice your son if by his death another person would be saved?  How about 10 people saved?  10,000?  10 million?  Would the number make any difference to you?  When the Father gave up Jesus He was showing us the ultimate example of what love is.  I pray, I pray that none of us are ever put in such a circumstance where we must decide such a traumatic action is needed on our part.  

Yet, I pray also that through the trials and tribulations of daily living that we don’t believe that the little sacrifices we are called to make seem too much of a burden to take on for the glory of God.  

When money is needed by someone in financial hardships - give it in Christly love.  When someone needs help getting their life in order - give it in Christly love.  When someone needs food - provide it in the love of Jesus Christ.  

When an example of Christly compassion presents an opportunity to share the love of God - do not let the gift of being an ambassador of Christ slip through your fingers.  It may be the act of love that moves a dark and lost soul into the light of eternal salvation.

And when you - you - need a reminder during the day: when everything seems so unfair and so unjust remember: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

When doubts cloud your judgement, remember: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

When evil gets the upper hand, remember : For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

When your sins have made you feel unworthy, remember: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

And when you don’t feel loved, remember: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

My brothers and sisters, you are never far from love because - you are never far from God.  

Amen.
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