 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“The Holy Spirit and Las Vegas”

Scripture Text: Acts 2:1-21, John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 5/31/09)

As most of you know - last week I was on vacation.  My sister-in-law decided to get married in Las Vegas.  Honestly, going to Las Vegas wasn’t my first choice but she is family and so I went.  Ok, my wife told me I didn’t have a choice! 

The wedding chapel where the service was conducted had its own special peculiarities.  Among other things they had drive through weddings - in limos, wearing tuxedos and full wedding gowns - couples drove up to the building, shared their “I do’s” and three minutes later they were driving off with their wedding licence in hand.  My sister-in-law, praise God, had a Christian ceremony - though it was quick it was indeed Christ-filled.

One of the many thoughts that went through my mind prior to my departure to the West was, “What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas”.  Have you ever heard that one before?  I always wondered what that meant and if it was true.  

So, what happened in Vegas?  The first morning I was there my wife and I couldn’t sleep due to the time change so we decided to take a walk around the hotel.  Have any of you ever stayed at the Luxor?  It’s shaped like a giant pyramid.  Inside are huge structures - oversized stone walls - and everything of course had an Egyptian theme to it.  

Where we walked though was primarily through the casino.  It was huge!  Square foot wise it was many times larger than our church.  What must have been a trillion blinking lights were calling you to one of the billion one armed bandits (JOAN!), dozens of dealers were ready to help you lose your money, and what seemed like an endless supply of assorted casino employees were trying to sell you “specials” to have dinner or see a show.

Anyway, while Kim and I were walking through the casino - at 7am mind you - the first thing we saw was endless numbers of people - gambling.  Maybe that’s a no brain-er but it still blew me away.  These people were so centered on winning their pot of gold that you could have hit them over the head with a baseball bat and that wouldn’t have fazed them.

So, while they were losing their life savings - many of them were chain smoking and they were downing every kind of alcoholic beverage you could ever dream of.  In conjunction with that of course you could see a number of drunks looking awful silly, there was a man trying to get the MAC machine to give him some money but none of his credit cards would work and - my personal favorite - it seems that a large percentage of women in Las Vegas need more Salvation Army stores to open.  Obviously they need some discount clothes because they were walking around three quarters naked!  7am in the morning........

What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas - is a lie.  When all the gamblers’ money is gone they still have to go home again.  When the hangover that numbed the soul wore off - they still have to go home again.  When you woke up naked next to a complete stranger - you still had to go home again.  When you realized the dream of leaving the casino rich was gone - you still have to go home again.  

Our Mission statement here at Pearson is to make disciples of all ages for Jesus Christ, spread the Gospel, and serve our community and the world.  We don’t speak of our Mission statement as often as we should.  It’s important.  It guides every ministry we have here - or at least it should.  It reminds us of why we are here and what the most important goals are for every member of this House of God and for those who call themselves a disciple of Jesus Christ.

Our Scripture lesson from Acts this morning is wonderful.  It tells us that many years ago in Jerusalem a great and miraculous event occurred.  Something like tongues of fire came down and rested upon a number of special people.  They were then filled with the Holy Spirit and then something - funny - happened.  They began to speak in other languages.  Those who encountered the tongues of fire went into a house one person and they were transformed and transfigured into something new.  They were suddenly changed and the world didn’t know what to do with them.

Now, what would have happened if these blessed individuals had said, “What happens in Jerusalem stays in Jerusalem”?  What if - their experience was too overwhelming, too radical, so untraditional that they just kept their mouths shut and just went on with their lives as if nothing happened?   Like the many souls I encountered in Sin City, they, like those present at the first Pentecost, still had to go home when everything was said and done - yet instead of being drunk with alcohol - they were filled to the brim with the Holy Spirit.  Instead of being penniless - they left rich - rich in hope, rich in joy and rich in love.  And instead of being naked ---- they left clothed with a passion for righteousness, clothed with a passion for serving God, and clothed with a passion to help others to be as they were - lovers of Jesus Christ - lovers of serving others - and lovers of sharing the Gospel of our Lord.

I am sure ------ at least I would hope anyway! - that if we had to chose between the two groups of people I just spoke about - we would all pick those who were born again.  Yet, let us not forget, that with great blessings comes great responsibility.  When we chose God over sin the Lord expects us to act appropriately.  John 15:26-27 >>>> When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.  And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.  The key word here is ------ testify.  Testify.  We must testify about Jesus to others because the Holy Spirit has testified about Jesus to us.  The Spirit has opened our hearts and souls to the truth of Christ - and because we know Jesus we must share that life saving - soul saving knowledge as well.  Because God has given us this most precious of gifts ------- we must pass it on also.

Pentecost is an exceptional time in our Faith.  It is a time we are reminded of the birth of the Christian Church some 2000 years ago.  And, and it also is a time we celebrate the gift of Christian unity that came from the gift of the Spirit that changed what the early disciples called holy worship.

This Sunday I implore you all to be as unified as the first Christians were at the very first Pentecost.  Realize that then, like today, there were many opinions regarding many different subjects yet, even so, they allowed nothing to interfere with the ministries that were set before them.  

The most crucial ministry as far as I am concerned is the ministry of Sharing the Word of God, of testifying to the saving knowledge that eternal life is possible through the person of Jesus Christ.  

And to that I say, “What happens in the Pearson Memorial United Memorial Church does NOT, can NOT stay in the Pearson Memorial United Methodist Church.”.  

My brothers and sisters in Christ you know the truth.  You know what must be done and you know what will happen if we chose NOT ---- NOT to fulfill our spiritual responsibilities to God and to this church.  

It is not just us here who will suffer - it goes way beyond our four walls.  Though first -- our church is adversely affected - it then continues to our individual families, and so our children lose as well.  It then affects our ministries in the community and the surrounding towns.  Then it affects our country and then the world.  Yes, what we do not do here in the Pearson Memorial United Methodist Church affects not only ourselves - but the world.

This Pentecost I ask you to be fearless in sharing the Gospel with those who live in spiritual darkness.  Do this in love.  

Do this for the glory of God.  Amen.
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