“Mothers Do This Too”
Scripture Text: John 15:1-9
(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 5/10/09)

If you are familiar with my sermon style you know that I’m not really excited about secular holidays.  I almost never share my feelings about nonreligious holidays when I’m in the pulpit.  To me, in God’s House, preaching should be centered on Biblical truth with little deviation to secular celebrations.

Yet, I have learned with the love, help and encouragement of many of you who are here this morning, that though we might want to live full-time in the Kingdom of God - for now - we must live in the “real” world - and part of living in the “real” world is being a part of how our society expresses itself.

Of all the secular celebrations - Mother’s Day is the most challenging one for me.  My relationship with my mother was less than stellar and so I have purposely stayed clear of preaching on this particular Sunday.  And because of that, and for some other reasons as well, I have chosen to face my holiday jitters and share God’s Word with you with Mother’s Day in mind.  

So, lets take a look at this mornings’ Gospel lesson.

Our Bibles give this section of God’s Holy Word the title of “The Vine and the Branches”.  Here in John our Savior does something that He does numerous times when He talks to the people - He uses a subject that would help those who are listening to better understand what He is talking about.

Most of those who Jesus spoke to were, I suspect, what I would call “simple folk” - the average person who had no formal education, a small amount of religious instruction ---- those who worked hard during the day just to clothe and feed their families.

Agriculture was the major emphasis of the day and so the vast majority of the people worked with the land in one way or another.  Most everyone knew what would happen if a branch was cut off of a tree or vine - whatever was growing on the piece removed would die as well as, of course, the branch itself.  

Here in the Gospel of John Jesus substitutes Himself as the vine.  Here He is not referring to grapes or olives withering away if the branch is severed but rather, a severing of a persons spiritual connection to God.  

Those who reject Jesus would not only reject Him but His Father as well.  Those who reject Jesus would not be able to fulfill the will of God. 

Those who reject Jesus would lose the gift of eternal life because He - Jesus - was the only source of everlasting life.  Those who rejected Jesus would not give God the glory He deserves. 

In Jesus’ own special way here He was stating who He was, what the people needed to do, and the consequences of ignoring His precious words.  Christ was also stating that the Bible the people clung to over the millennia was moving to a new level in that the prophesies of God made so long ago were finally coming to fruition.

The long awaited Messiah had arrived and how they expressed their spirituality and their Jewish identity would need to mature to encompass God’s revelation of Himself, of ancient prophesies coming true and the kind of relationship Jesus hoped would be established.
Nothing was going to be the same.  Everything was about to change and Jesus was at the center of what would be nothing less than the rejection of established traditions and the formation of a new relationship with God.

Yikes!  That’s a lot for just eight verses isn’t it?  Jesus was turning everyone’s understanding of God, religion, tradition and how to view and live life upside down by sharing the truth about Himself.

In this simple analogy Christ revealed everything from hope ---- to the meaning of our existence ------ to God’s will for us after our bodies give up our souls.  It’s all right there for us - if we are willing to receive it.
Now, what does all that have to do with Mother’s Day?  I had to think about it for a while and then it dawned on me ----- maybe a better way of looking at this is ------ in regards to function.

The Savior’s function ------- not trying to cheapen Him or His reason for being mind you ------- was to do what He did 2000 years ago.  In a nutshell - and summarizing all I just said, Christ’s function was to reveal God’s love to His children, to guide us back to a holy way of living, to instruct us on what we must do to get the most out of life, and, to instruct us on what we must do to attain eternal life.

If we had to compare men and women in who does these same functions better - I would have to admit it really usually was women - mothers in particular.  Lets look at each function again.

Function number 1: revealing God’s love to His children.  Ninety-nine times out of a 100 it is the Mom who insists the children go to Church and Sunday School.  Church is one of the top two places kids learn about how much God and Jesus love them.  

Church is where Bible stories are shared in ways that open the soul to the presence of holiness.  And Church opens the heart to Godly love.

There is not doubt in my mind that if most people were asked who it was that opened up their hearts to God’s love - the vast majority would say it was their Mother or  grandmother. 

Function number 2: Guiding us back to a holier way of living.  Lets face it - even today in homes that have both a mother and a father it is almost certainly the mothers’ responsibility to raise the children.  Amen?  Christian Moms who put Jesus first in their own lives make a conscious effort to impart holy living into their children as well.

Moms see the value of it.  They have gained the experience to see how straying away from God brings so much unnecessary pain and struggle.  Moms know that holy living as a child brings the greatest chance of holy living in the future.  

We must give credit where credit is due and most Moms are worthy of this honor.

Function number 3: Instructing children on what they must do to get the most out of their mortal existence.  Yes, we have a purpose to achieve while we live out our days.  

And, yes, worldly responsibilities must be fulfilled ----- yet, life is also for living and enjoying.  Moms guide us on how to not just exist - but how to live ----- to enjoy the sound of rain the rooftop and the amazing colors God shares as the sun rises in the morning.  

Moms help us to see past the struggles to recognize the value of achieving our dreams.  Moms help their kids to look beyond the challenges of life so to hope for and to expect to see --------- the rewards of living a holistic life where the love received ---------- far outweighs any so called - benefit.  

And lastly, function number four: How to achieve eternal life.  Jesus is the only way to God - we all know that.  Christ Himself revealed this truth to those around Him prior to His death on the Cross.

But it is more often than not Moms are the ones who encourage our different religious and spiritual events to take place.  It is almost always the Mom who inquires about getting their baby baptized.  It is almost always the Mom who asks questions about confirmation class or the youth group.  

It is almost always the Mom who approaches me when something has gone wrong spiritually in their home.  

Moms want the best for their children - and that my family is - to be in Heaven when we die, and they are going to do whatever it takes to keep their kids on the right moral, ethical, religious and spiritual track.

My Brothers and sisters, I recognize the reality that not all mothers fit neatly into the categories I’ve just shared.  My mother certainly did not.  But that doesn’t mean that, in her own way ------- or even by accident ----- she didn’t achieve some of the four “functions” in my life.

Because of my mother I constantly sought out God.  Because of my mother I never stopped seeking a peace that only came from my Father in Heaven.  Because of my mother my spirit opened up to every source of spiritual awakening the Lord chose to impart upon me.  

Because of my mother - because of my mother I was pushed to the most extreme spiritual choice the average Jew never imagined they would even consider ----- to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  
And what happened to me in part due to my mother?  They call me Pastor Wecht.  God is good!

I am a Believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  I am closer to God than I ever have been.  And now -------- now my name is written in the Book of Life!  And for all that she did - I thank my mother for her part in who I have become - and where I am today -- which is in front of you this morning, behind this pulpit, sharing the Gospel of God.  

I pray this Mother’s Day truly is your holiest one ever.  
Amen.
