“He Died For Us All”
Scripture Text: Acts 4:5-12

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 5/3/09)
Jesus has many names.  He has been called a multitude of things from - the Good Shepherd, Lord of Lords, King of Kings, the Great Physician, to ---------- the Prince of Peace and the Holy One of God.  There seems to be no end to how we can address our Savior.

One of the more important things we can call Jesus though isn’t found in God’s Holy Word.  It is referred to in a number of ways but Jesus is never called this ------ and for us, His children, I believe it is one of the more significant and eternally profound names He could ever have.  And that name is ----- martyr.  

Jesus was the greatest martyr there ever was and ever will be.  Jesus was martyred, willingly mind you, not just for a particular cause, not to save the whales or for equal rights for women.  He wasn’t martyred just for minorities, or for those with disabilities or for those have some strange exotic disease.  

Jesus allowed Himself, more actually planned His own martyrdom, for every person on the face of the planet.  Every single human being was kept in mind for this most holy of acts.  

No one would be excluded and no one would be denied this blessing that would result in the blood of Jesus being spilled upon the earth.  Granted, we do still have some responsibility in all this - we still must accept the gift by our acceptance of Jesus as our Savior, but - with that one act - we receive the greatest blessing of all time.

With all that said and done though ------ a few questions inevitably arise.  Like, why would God send His own Son to earth so He would die?  Why not, why not just decide there was a different way for us all to be saved?  Or, if there was no other way for us to be saved -------- for us to have eternal salvation - why would Christ willingly die such a painful, dishonorable, humiliating death?

Everyone in those days knew the agony that would result from dying on a tree - with huge nails through your hands and feet - the struggle to take a deep breath, the sting of the tormentors whips which burned more and more as they scrapped against the jagged pole behind you.  What would possess a man to do all that for billions and billions of people He would never see in His human existence?

My family, the answer really isn’t all that difficult.  The answer is so obvious actually.  Often what is right in front of us is the furthest from our view.  The answer is ------- love.

Jesus loves us so much that He willingly took on the task that was set before Him.  He knew what must be done - as per the will of His Father - and so He left the Paradise to live as a mortal for a while.  Christ left perfection to live with imperfect, sinful beings.  Jesus left Heaven so some of the people who He was trying to save -------------- could murder Him.

My brothers and sisters, that isn’t exactly logic at its finest - in our eyes anyway.  Who would give up eternity with God to go through the trials and tribulations of a human existence, and, again, ------- realizing that in the end, He would die on the Cross?  We could legitimately question the sanity of such an action.

Thank God such things are far beyond our scope of understanding and comprehension.  We might conclude such an action to be the act of someone who lost His mind.  Praise be to God that we aren’t the judge of such matters - for if we were we would most definitely cut our noses to spite our face.

God has done what God has done and Jesus has done what He has done because that was the only way for God’s objective to be achieved.  Christ had to die on the Cross, the way He did, when He did, and where He did.  

That was the plan from the beginning and nothing - nothing - was going to alter the destiny God had made sure would be our reality - and our salvation.

And how can we know that that statement is true?  The answer is right before us - Acts 4:12 ----- Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” Jesus had a mission that He had to complete and only He had the power to do what He did.  Jesus is the only name where salvation can be found.  Only through Him can we attain eternal life.  Only by receiving Him into our hearts and souls can we one day be a permanent resident in Heaven.



Christ dying on the cross and rising from the dead three days later is the foundational truth of every Christian.  Without these two pivotal historical events there would be no such thing as the Christian Church let alone Christianity.  Salvation comes from One person and one person only - Jesus Christ.  On that you can be sure.

Now, even though Christians believe this to be true - and all that we are is based on this one fact, unfortunately, we are still just frail, imperfect human beings.  And in that imperfection one of the first things to go is ------ our memories!  Sometimes we forget all that Jesus has done so we could be saved.  Because God knows this - He has blessed us with a monthly reminder of what Jesus did 2000 years ago and what it means for all of us here.  And that reminder is Holy Communion.

Those of us here this morning who have been receiving the Lord’s Supper since you can remember ------ have heard the Pastor say what must seem like a million times, “The body of Christ broken for you, the blood of Christ shed for you.”  

We take communion, in part, to remember the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross and the reason He had to go on the Cross in the first place.  Communion has other meanings also but in my opinion being reminded of the fact of our salvation and who is responsible for this gift are two of the most important reminders Communion imparts.

As we receive the Eucharist this morning I pray that you give thanks to God and to Jesus for what it represents and what it means to us personally.  No one loves you more than God and Jesus do and giving them our love in return will bring us closer to them in ways words could never describe.

Thank Jesus for making your salvation possible.  He died for you.  Amen.
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