
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Worship In Lent”
(Palm Sunday)

Scripture Texts: Psalm 1:5, Isaiah 50:4-9a, Phil 2:5-11, Mark 11:1-11

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 4/5/09)

In the dictionary “worship” is defined as: “The reverent love and devotion accorded a deity, an idol, or a sacred object. And, — the ceremonies, prayers, or other religious forms by which this love is expressed”.  

I would say that in a purely strict sense ------ this is correct.  We expect, of course, for Christians our worship to be centered and focused solely on God the Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit ------ and no other “god” (small g).  Christian worship is the time we give our Lord to express our love and devotion.  Christian worship is when we humble our hearts and souls and acknowledge the wonders of God.  Worship is a time for true obedience.  And that is the first major aspect of worship that I would like to talk to you about this morning.

Again, worship is a time for true obedience. Yet, this isn’t the case in every Christian house of God.  In many churches around the world the concept of "worship" has been redefined and narrowed to mean the time when Christians come together to sing songs, raise their hands, dance around, and get all excited about the Lord together in church. 

For many, the concept of "worship" has become a thing you do to absolve yourself of guilt.  The more you can work yourself into a state of bliss in feeling like you are really achieving a state of "worship" the more you can justify what you are doing the rest of the week when you are not formally "worshiping" God.   This "worship" then becomes an excuse whereby Christians can rid themselves of the guilt of not obeying the Lord in their lives.  This is not to say that true worship is not done in the time we call our Sunday service.  It can, and usually is, a time of worship, but - worship without obedience really is not worship at all. 

In my eyes, the formal worship we share Sunday mornings ------- though important ------- is far less significant than the worship we ought to be doing when we leave church Sunday morning and return seven days later to share in church worship again.  It may be difficult for us to see that how we live our lives is the most important act of worship there is.  Formal church worship is necessary and beneficial but how that influences every other aspect of daily living is the living proof for the Lord and for our souls of how important obeying the Word of God is for us.

Lent is a time when we traditionally give something up as a sacrifice of love to God to express our feelings that there is nothing more important to us than concentrating on Him and Jesus.  By giving up something we value we are reminded of the Lord ----- every time we get tempted to sneak ------ a little of our sacrifice back.

This Lenten season I ask you to consider the possibility that one temporary sacrifice is not enough.  I ask you to consider the possibility that one sacrifice isn’t sufficient enough to honor all that God and Jesus has and will do for us in the years to come.  I ask you to consider a more --- substantial offering of love.   Instead of giving up meat, or excessive shopping, or television, or chocolate ------- why not give up on the idea that the time between Sunday worship services is time that doesn’t have to honor God.  Give up the self-centeredness of believing that God only needs to be glorified Sunday mornings between 10:00 and 11:15am.  Give up the idea that your way of living is more important than how Jesus lived His life.  Do I realize what I am asking you all to do?  Yes.  I am asking you to be the very best Christians you can be - I am asking you to be a disciple of Christ in its most perfected form.  I am asking you to be a mirror image of God.

Now, that was the first major aspect of worship that I wanted to talk to you about this morning.  The second aspect, funny enough, almost contradicts all that I just shared - and that is, what’s in it it for us, personally, when we worship.  Yes, I believe our primary reason of worshiping the Lord is to express our love and devotion yet there still remains an integral aspect of worship reserved for us as individuals.  Our hearts need to worship in order for us to be complete - to be whole persons physically, mentally and of course spiritually.  The necessity of worship for the Christian soul goes far beyond, lets say our body’s need for food and water or our desire to have a roof over our heads at night.

What worship does, for Believers, is to take our individuality and it meshes it with all of God’s goodness and grace and it transforms us into a unique child of God.  A child of God who knows where we came from.  A child of God who has a real sense of purpose in their lives.  And a child of God who knows where they are going when our mortality comes to an end.  When we are intimate with God every facet of daily living is transfigured into something more than it could have ever been if God was kept at a distance.  Our work time, family time, monetary priorities, our community involvement matures in ways only the Lord can achieve.  Everything focuses directly on Jesus.  His way of living, His priorities, His goals, His life.  And instead of losing ourselves somewhere in the mix - we discover that who we are in Christ makes our ability to truly be ourselves - possible.

And not only our uniqueness but ---- having true peace, true joy, true hope in the greatness and faithfulness of God and His promises.  This is all because of a new relationship in Christ.  When Jesus made His triumphant entry into Jerusalem before His crucifixion, the Jews of the day, realizing it or not, got a taste of this and their response to His coming was a natural reaction to their transformed lives.  

Mark 11:7-10 --------- When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it.  Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields.  Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, “Hosanna!’”  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”  “Hosanna in the highest!”  That day, for so many in the Holy Land, Jesus was so much more than just a prophet or a rabbi.  He was the Messiah, He was the Chosen One of God, He was the awaited King of Israel.  And because they had embraced Him as their own ----- their lives changed forever.   

Because of their sincere worship, their lives and the world would never be the same.  Because they allowed their worship to truly honor and glorify God’s One and only Son, we have the Christian church today.  Because they became new persons in Jesus Christ, salvation is now preached all over the globe and the numbers of souls saved is beyond measure.

Brothers in Sisters, I beg of you all to worship God with all your hearts, and all your souls and all your strength.  Give Him the best you have to offer and I promise you - I promise you - He will make you into the person He destined you to be from even before time began.

Worship Him honestly and your lives will be complete.  Amen.

