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“Faith in Lent”
Scripture Text: Matthew 17:20

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 3/15/09)
Mt 17:20 He replied, “Because you have so little faith.  I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there’ and it will move.  Nothing will be impossible for you.’” 

This morning’s message is on faith.  Specifically, having faith in Lent.  What is faith?  In the new members’ class the book I use with those who wish to join our congregation, quotes Scripture - of course - to start off the subject on faith.  In the Book of Hebrews, Hebrews 11:1 faith is defined as “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen”.  But a few other non-Biblical choices are also given, like:

- Faith is what we believe as well as how we live.  - and, faith means centering our life in God and on the will     of God.  - and, faith is both a gift and a response.

The definition I like the most right now - outside of Scripture - is one I found hanging on a sticky note in my mother-in-law’s house a few years back and that is: “Faith means living not by our feelings - but by our commitments.”  I put that at the end of all my E-mails as a reminder to everyone of how important living by faith is to me - and to the Christian community.

Faith is indeed an essential component to being a follower of Jesus Christ.  Because of faith we are given Godly assurance that the Lord’s promises in our lives will come true.  Because of faith, we have a spiritually supplied hope and joy that no one has the power to break.  Because of faith, our ability to endure challenging times is magnified 1000 fold.  Because of faith, our purpose and direction in life has been made crystal clear.  Because of fath, we are guaranteed the gift of eternal life.  Faith in God and Jesus is who we are.  Without faith we are lost souls wondering aimlessly in a spiritually barren world.  Without faith we loss our identities and we cling to anything that appears to give us meaning or a way to better ourselves.  I truly believe that without faith ---- we are nothing.  

And, oh my do we all need to have faith today!  Amen?  I was thinking about my latest worldly challenge and it didn’t take me long to be reminded of the date “April 15th”.  And what date is that?  Tax day of course.

Because I am wise enough to realize that I would end up in jail for years if I tried to do my own taxes - I have a small accounting firm to prepare them for me.  They really do do a great job and I trust my accountant.  Since I hate to wait to the last minute to suffer because of what he is going to tell me - I seem to need to agonize as much as I can you see - my wife and I get him our information in February so we can ache over the news of what we might owe and what we need to do to get ready for the change in tax laws for the current calendar year.  This years’ news wasn’t pretty.  It will be quite a stretch to pay everything off prior to April 15th.  After he told me what we owe from last year and what we will be paying for this year - worry set in.  How are we going to pay the government what we owe and still take care of the rest?  What will we need to cut back on?  Why is the government picking on me?  Sound familiar?

After pouting for a while - I sat down in my office and I reread my definition of faith that is next to my computer - “Faith means living not by our feelings but by our commitments.”  I was reminded of how I have committed every facet of my personal and professional life to the promises of God.  I was reminded of how - in the past - when everything seemed lost - God pointed out to me - that He is always in control.  I was reminded of how much Jesus and God love me.  And to honor them They will not let me fall into the pit so far that there wouldn’t be a way for me to climb out to the sunlight.  I was reminded of how in the scheme of things money and material wealth - though essential for daily living - are far less important than my relationship with Jesus Christ.  This one sentence definition of “faith” reminds me of how much God loves me.

I suppose the next logical question we should ask ourselves then is, “How do we get faith”?  How is this precious commodity acquired?  Where can we fill our souls with this awesome blessing?  Others have told me that their faith is weak and they’re confused about that because they believe in Jesus and in God.  How can they have so little faith and yet profess Christ as their Lord and Savior?

My family, faith is not something we can acquire on our own.  It can’t be bought.  It can’t be sold.  It can’t be earned.  Faith is something only God has the ability to bestow upon us.  So what I would tell you to do is this - simply ask God to fill you with faith.  Let Jesus know that you wish to be closer to Him - and for Him to do whatever He feels is best to make that happen.

I think there are few things God wants more from us than for us to have our deepest desire to be closer to Him.  Our Lord is overjoyed by such a request and there is no doubt in my mind that He is just waiting for us to reach out to Him in this way.  God wants us to be filled with faith in Him as much as we want to have this gift in our souls.

But please keep in mind that it isn’t enough for us just to ask for faith.  Once we receive it - we need to demonstrate that we not only value it - but we want to make it grow as well.  And if what we have is truly faith given to us by God - it can not but help express itself in all kinds of godliness.  True faith believes in the Holy Word -------- as shared with us in our Bibles.  The Old and New Testaments give us all the knowledge we need to answer any question we may have.  Have faith that all the answers are there.  Faith believes in the promises of Jesus and what is yet to be revealed in the future.  Faith also reminds us of the importance of sharing the soul saving knowledge that those who are still living in darkness so desperately need to hear.

True faith trusts that God will do what God has promised to do no matter what.  This is especially true when it comes to the Easter miracle.

This Lenten season I ask you to use your faith like never before.  Embrace the reality of a risen Christ who laid down His life ----------- so that you may live for all eternity.

If you extend your faith in directions yet unexplored, you will discover an intimacy with Jesus - that you never even knew existed.  It will be the greatest Easter gift you ever received.  I promise you that.

My family in Christ, may your faith reach the Heavens as you celebrate the coming Messiah.  Amen.  
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