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“Truth in Lent”
Scripture Text: John 8:31-32

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 3/1/09)
ADVANCE \d4ADVANCE \d4This wonderful scripture passage holds the answer to many questions asked by Christians and non-Christians alike.  These verses in our Bible’s answer questions like, “How do I know if I really am a disciple of Christ?” and “Where can all the answers to our questions be found?” and “How can we find true peace in our souls”?  The list really can go on, and on, and on.  This morning though what I would like to concentrate on is “truth”.   

31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."

What is truth?  It is a question many of us ask ourselves as we are challenged during our daily lives and as we try to live in a manner befitting a follower of Christ.  It is a very important question.  Yet we don’t have to go very far for the answer - it is here in the Gospel of John.  Truth is revealed by ------ holding to Christ’s teachings - the teachings being of course the Holy Word - which then makes you a true Disciple.  When we hold to the teachings of Christ we are more and more molded into the image and Spirit of God.  Truth then - in a nutshell - is God.  And this truth is  revealed to us in our Bibles.  The more we live our lives in the shadow of Biblical truth the more intimate we are with God.  

We Christians believe something not all faiths agree with.  We profess that a personal relationship with the Creator of the world is not only possible - but it is something God desires to have with us.  To achieve this blessing we must rise above mere human ideals and worldly concepts of universalism and be transformed by God’s own ways in every aspect of thinking and of living.  We must mesh our bodies, our minds, and our spirits with God.  They need to be intertwined with God in such a way that they could never be separated.

And what is so wonderful about this is that we do not become a mindless robot in the process.  What we become is what God had fashioned us to be from the very beginning.  And that is a unique individual who became the kind of child God had hoped we would become.  The kind of child who uses everything they have - to be as much like the Father that is possible.  The kind of child who takes the God given gifts they received and makes them to be as much of a blessing as is possible for those around them - as they glorify their Lord continually.  

So what do we now do with such an understanding of truth?  How do we know if we are living a life that expresses itself as I just defined?  How do we know if we are on the right path?  Maybe we can tell by asking ourselves again what truth is and answering in a way the Bible tells us would be true if, in fact, we are genuine disciples in Christ.

What is truth?  Truth is honesty, compassion, common sense and grace.  Are these attributes something we share only when it is convenient to the current circumstances?  Or do we consistently treat others as we wish to be treated?  Do we manipulate so to raise ourselves up in the eyes of those we wish to impress and belittle those who can’t feed into our ego building needs?  Or do we act like Jesus because we recognize the fact that all human beings have worth and are our family?

What is truth?  Truth is forgiveness and spiritual growth.  Do we condemn the acts of some people who wrong us so to maximize any monetary gain on our part?  Do we completely crush the lives of those who made poor choices - giving them no recourse - or reason - to just continue to the same destructive path until everything is lost?  Or do we see the spiritual being hiding deep below a multitude of sinfulness - a being crying out for a Godly purpose and a clearer connection to their Lord?

What is truth?  Truth is doing what is right - not just what is prescribed by the letter of the law.  Can we look beyond the - often senseless and unnecessary legal requirements to see the current and real needs that our brothers and sisters must struggle through day by day?  Can we do what is right -------- so those we love do not have to be unnecessarily burdened emotionally, or financially, or spiritually?

What is truth?  It is the joy of living in Christ.  It is the hope that comes from knowing that Jesus died for our sins.  It is love that goes beyond understanding.  

And some other truths about truth:

1) truth never changes

2) truth gains strength under pressure

3) truth is nullified by compromise or wrongdoing

4) truth helps sets us free from worldly influences

5) truth challenges us to submit to its demands

& 6) God wants us to know the truth

My family, truth is the person and teachings of Jesus Christ.

I pray that during this holy time of Lent you discover - or rediscover - how very true that is.  And I pray that once that happens - you are never the same again - for His glory.  Amen.
1

