“Do I Know You?”
Scripture Text: Mark 9:2-9
(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 2/22/09)


Transfiguration Sunday is a special day here in the church.  It is the day when we, remember and commemorate the ---- that’s right ------ the transfiguration of our Savior.  It is a day that we celebrate seeing our Messiah in a whole new light - yes, pun intended.  But before I continue on that I would like to briefly mention an aspect of Transfiguration Sunday that is often over looked.  An aspect that most of us don’t consider too much and that is - the appearance of Elijah and Moses. 

The first thing that we should keep in mind is that for Peter, James, and John the sight of these two great Hebrew prophets, I’m sure, was totally overwhelming.  These two Biblical figures where crucial to the identity of the Jewish people and seeing them in person was positive confirmation that God’s prophecies of old were coming true.  They too were transfigured - though not in the way Jesus was.  They were transfigured from spirit - to something more than just spirit.  We don’t know if they were momentarily totally human again or were somewhere between spirit and mortal - but whatever they were they took on the form and body of what they were when they lived here on earth.  And some other things we should keep in mind are that their presence proved that there really was life after death - and that God’s power was infinite - and that God really did have a close personal relationship with those that believed in Him.  I am sure that for these three followers of Christ ----- just seeing these two servants of the Lord brought them closer to God than they had ever been before.

[As a side note, one thing always puzzled me about this supernatural event, and that was ----- how did the disciples recognize who Moses and Elijah were?  Think about it - it wasn’t like they had on those name badges that say, “Hello - my name is ------- Moses or hello, ------ my name is Elijah!  How did they know who they were?  I guess we will just have to ask Jesus when we all get to Heaven.]

Anyway......lets talk about Jesus for a while.  Lets talk about some truths about the transfiguration of our Christ.  First, The transfiguration event was an intimate happening in the life of Jesus - it revealed His inner nature to a select few of His disciples.  Jesus was very fond of those He chose as Apostles.  Amen?  He wanted to assure them of all that had been happening since the beginning of His ministry and He wanted to give them undeniable proof that He was who He said He was especially for later on when doubts filled their hearts.  He was a Teacher who would do anything for His followers that would help them to fulfill the will of Jehovah God.  One way to do this is to reveal to His students everything about Himself that would convict their hearts and strengthen their resolve to glorify their Lord.

All was now clear for the Disciples to see.  Nothing was hidden, there were no secrets.  Jesus’ true nature was made plain before them - not to mention the fact that God Himself confirmed Christ’s identity.  This kind of event never happened before this time and it will not occur again until Jesus blesses us with His second coming.    

A second truth here was that Jesus needed to change to prepare Himself for what was yet to come.  The taking on of the sins of the world, the sins of the past, the sins of the present, and the sins of the future was no small task.  I believe the transfiguration helped Jesus prepare Himself for what He needed to do.  It gave Him all He needed to make the sacrifice that was necessary.  I believe it gave Him courage.  I believe it gave Him strength and wisdom.  I believe it reminded Him of why He came to earth and what He would be returning to when His time on earth came to an end.

And I believe the transfiguration soothed His soul in advance for what He was about to give up for us.  When Jesus took our sins upon Himself, it was the only time ever that He was not in the company of the Father.  Filled with the sins of all humankind - prevented Him from being with God because when someone is filled with sin they cannot be in the presence of Godly perfection.  For a short period of time Jesus truly felt the consequences of sin.  Jesus didn’t of course but He did take our sins upon Himself.  Sin can’t be in the presence of God.  Jesus knew that of course because that was the very reason He came down from Heaven to begin with - to take away our sins so one day, if we chose, we could all be in Paradise with Him and the Father.  So, again, a second truth about this miraculous event was that it happened to prepare Jesus for what was about to unfold. 

Another aspect of the Transfiguration event was that even though Jesus looked completely different for a few moments, the disciples still recognized Him.  The Bible tells us that they had seen Jesus perform numerous miracles but never did they see a physical change occur in Him.  The bread was multiplied, the eyes of the blind were opened, the dead rose back to life, lepers were cleansed but Jesus didn’t look any different.  Now something different had happened.  Now Jesus was transformed into something new, something supernatural.  Even so, they knew who He was.  They may or may not have been able to see Him clearly.  They may or may not have recognized the face of the God-Man that they had been following so faithfully up to that point.  Yet they knew who He was.

This event communicated in visual and auditory terms a fleeting perception of the Eternal Splendor.  They saw God in a way no one had ever seen Him before.  And even so, they knew it was Jesus.  The disciples here witnessed something that untold numbers of people before them longed to see.  They saw the intimate connection between God and His Son.  They saw how the Two were separate - and yet joined together as if they weren’t.  They saw the godliness of Christ and the holiness of the Creator - as One being - and yet not one being.  Peter, James and John would be forever changed.  Never would they be the same.  And never would they ever walk away from the monumental truth that they followed in the footsteps of God Himself for nearly three years.

But what about today?  What does the transfiguration mean to us 2000 years later?  It’s quite simple actually.  When God is with you - you change not only from the inside out - but the outside in.  When people go from unbelieving to believing -- we “look” different and act different.  When we are filled with God, Jesus, and the Spirit we may retain our physical appearance but there are still some subtle changes in us as well.  Changes like a joyful heart and a joyful disposition.  When we are transfigured by the presence of God we can’t but help smile from the inside out and the outside in.  Our body language conveys a presence of peace and holiness that only God can manifest.  Our desire to serve multiplies 1000 fold and our energy levels to accomplish our ministries seems unlimited.  As Jesus was transfigured so many years ago - we too can be transfigured today.  Maybe our clothes won’t become dazzling white - but our hearts will glow of love and of faith in ways those who do not know God can only dream of.

And we can be transfigured again, and again, and again.  Everyday we can join together with God in new and intimate ways.  Everyday we can have the light of Christ shining bright from within us.  Everyday is another day to be made anew.  I pray that this Transfiguration Sunday helps you to see these truths.  And I pray you never look the same.  Amen.
