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“What a Wonderful God We Have!”
Scripture Text: Isaiah 40:2-31
(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 2/8/09)

Sometimes we forget.  Sometimes we forget the most joyous truth any Believer has ever had the privilege of having revealed to us mere mortals.  Sometimes we forget ------ how wonderful God is.    

I suppose we can try to give some good sounding excuses.

Life can be so busy - the kids, my spouse, my job, keeping up with the house chores, ministry activities, and a multitude of other responsibilities.  Life can be - and is - crazy hectic off and on throughout the year.  Just trying to keep up with it all can test our sanity.  And sometimes it does.  Amen?

Many of us here know - from personal experience - that when life stretches us in every direction at once - when we seem so busy that if even one more responsibility was placed on our shoulders - we swear we’ll explode.  

When so much is asked of us at one time it might take all we have just to keep ourselves on track for what needs to come next ------------ let alone remembering not to get off track with God.  

It isn’t terribly uncommon to see individuals mold and shape God into someone they can more easily manage as they go about their day.  Sometimes we whittle God down to size ------ so to speak.  We don’t deny Him per say but we do seem to forget all that God has done and all who God is.

Isa 40:21 Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  Has it not been told you from the beginning?  Have you not understood since the earth was founded?  Isa 40:22 He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers.  He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in.  Isa 40:23 He brings princes to naught and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing.  Isa 40:24 No sooner are they planted, no sooner are they sown, no sooner do they take root in the ground, than he blows on them and they wither, and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff. 

Friends, how can we put the God of Creation in a box?  Isaiah 40:22b says it all to me - “He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in.”

We can’t even imagine the depths of that verse.  How can we put a measurement on the vastness of the Lord’s wonders?  The greatness of God is beyond comprehension and still we think it’s OK to minimize our Lord.

When will we realize that everything we have, everything we accomplish, every success, every gift we possess, every breath we take ------- is a gift from God and from God alone?
When will we come to our senses and see this to be the truth that it is?  

Maybe that will happen when we finally figure out what really is important in life.  Yes, we have earthly responsibilities, and yes they can’t be neglected without consequences ------ but they are minor in the scheme of our existence.  They are minor because God has promised to make sure that each and every one of our needs are provided for.  

Everyone of them!  Nothing will be neglected - nothing will be forgotten.  There is no reason to worry - there is no reason to whine about what life sends our way.  The Lord will give us what we need to honor His name and provide for ourselves and our families.

Isa 40:28 Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.  Isa 40:29 He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.  Isa 40:30 Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; Isa 40:31 but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 


And that is the key for us to be continually reminded of how wonderful our God is.  Hope.  Hope in the Lord reminds us that God was with us before we were born - is with us now - and will be in our fellowship tomorrow.

Hope renews our faith in the promise of God that in His good time - our souls will be intertwined with His for all eternity.  

Hope is the Christian’s companion that reminds children of the Living God that the Lord never tires of filling us with what we need to be victorious in Him 100% of the time.

Hope’s light verifies that God will never forget us, will never turn His back on us, and will never put His children to shame.

If hope is kept strong and alive, if it is constant, if it is real — we will never forget who God is and how precious He is in our lives.

And I think that is part of the reason why I had the privilege and honor to baptize Connor, Casey, and Carson this morning.  

It is so very important now-a-days to keep our Savior close to our hearts and souls.  Not that it wasn’t important in days gone by but, 2000 years have come and gone since the resurrection of Christ, and His second coming is close at hand.  He will be here soon.  In a blink of an eye everything we know will change and time will be up for those who waited too long to know their Creator.

Connor, Casey, and Carson have taken a momentous step forward in their spiritual journey.  This happened because someone who loves them recognizes the importance of having a ever-growing divine relationship.  Once baptized ---  a process of nurture is initiated that brings blessing after blessing for all involved.

Connor, Casey, and Carson have been filled with the Holy Spirit this morning and through the Spirit’s power and will these three young men will come to know God as only a child of God can.  Connor, Casey, and Carson’s family will grow closer to God individually - and as a whole.  And we here at the Pearson Memorial United Methodist Church have been intrusted with their spiritual education as well as the responsibility of showing them what a Christian Church means by loving those we call brothers and sisters in the Faith. 

My family in Christ, our God is an awesome God.  Never forget how wonderful He is.  Never become so busy that you loss track of life’s greatest and most important truth.  

Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  Has it not been told you from the beginning?  Our loving God is kind, and merciful, and more wonderful than words could ever describe.  Never forget - for He is - God.  Amen.
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