 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“What Harms and What Heals”

Scripture Text: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 2/01/09)

We have all met these kind of people - we might even be one of them.  One of those kind of people who have a certain belief about something that, no matter what you say you could never change their mind.  One of those beliefs that isn’t based on fact but, matters a great deal to the person involved.

Beliefs like: 

1) If you don’t make a snowman in winter - then winter never really came.  Or,

2) Christmas without chocolate cookies is a Christmas without joy.  Or,

3) Sunday dinner without the grand kids isn’t a dinner worth eating.  Or,

4) If you eat meat on Fridays you have sinned against God Himself.  Or, 




5) A PMUMC roast-beef dinner without coleslaw is like -------a day without sunshine!  Amen?

It took quite a while but I finally learned that trying to change such beliefs of others is just an exercise in futility.  It doesn’t honor God and it won’t make a difference in the world.  

What difference does it make if someone doesn’t eat meat on Fridays?    

What difference does it make if there are no chocolate chip cookies to be had on December 25th?

What difference does it make if we serve potato salad instead of coleslaw at our next church dinner?  Sorry Helen and Lois!  The apostle Paul also knew that such things didn’t matter either.  

Paul knew that food was spiritually insignificant.

Paul knew that the Jewish dietary laws were no longer necessary to follow.

Paul knew that the source of their meat --------- need not be a concern to Believers.

Paul knew what was really important in life ----- and it wasn’t where our food came from.



Paul knew that all that really mattered was bringing the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ to those who had not yet received their Savior. 



Paul knew that true wealth came in the form NOT of gold, or of clothing or of exotic delicacies of far away lands ---- but in having a personal relationship with the only begotten Son of God, the Messiah of humankind.

Our ------ priorities today must be clear in OUR ----- minds, in our hearts, and especially in our souls.  We have been given the truth by God in His Holy Word and to allow inconsequential beliefs to erect barriers between worldly superstitions and human traditions and those whose soul is still in darkness ------ completely contradicts our top goals as disciples of Christ.

We have all come out of unique life experiences to be the persons we are today.  We come from different faith backgrounds, different cultures - different ways of thinking.

But in the end all of that doesn’t mean anything if we don’t join God in Heaven when the opportunity comes.

Disciples of Christ must use the knowledge the Holy Spirit has given us, the truth Jesus died for, and the never-ending example of love God the Father has imparted from the beginning of time to help souls avoid eternal damnation.  

And we can still do this effectively when unspiritual impediments try to keep hope at arms length.

If people have clung to the belief that eating meat on Fridays is somehow sacrilegious then ------ when we invite them to dinner on a Friday - serve pasta instead of pot roast.  It’s not that difficult and you honor your guests by respecting their tradition.  

We do not have to embrace such beliefs ourselves and if we use such beliefs to the glory of God and the saving of souls, in the end we have been successful in fulfilling the Great Commission ------------- and in the end that’s all that matters.

Where there is respect, where there is room to honor the traditions of others, where there is a common desire to love - anything is possible.  Anything.

So the next time you see or hear something that isn’t exactly on your wave of thinking ------ sharing a dose of grace can go a long, long way.

As you come forward this morning to receive holy communion I ask you to think about that one particular belief of your friend or loved one that might have kept you from sharing the love of Jesus Christ as maybe you should have.

Does this belief really merit such a response on your part? Is it really important enough to keep you from sharing the truth of the Gospel?

If a change in attitude is needed - in your attitude that is, ask God to do just that as you take the body and blood of Christ.  Let it transform and transfigure you from the inside out.

Do this for yourselves, do this for those around you, and do this for the love of Christ.  For there is no more wondrous treasure we can share than God and His Son.  Amen.

