
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“What Would You Have Thought?”
Scripture Text: Luke 4:14-21

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 1/24/10)

So, what’s going on here?

1) We have a local boy, a carpenter, reading scripture in the synagogue.  Quite and honor.......

2) We have someone of little stature proclaim that one of God’s holy scriptures had been fulfilled.  Something prophesied by the Prophet Isaiah had come to fruition.

3) We have someone saying that they are being used by the Lord to proclaim an awesome revelation.  By doing this He was also saying that He also was an instrument of the Lord. 

4) And we have someone saying that the Lord’s Messiah is much closer than He’s ever been before.

The Jewish nation had been waiting for the Christ for a very, very long time.  So much in their culture is founded on the belief that God’s chosen One will one day return.  The brutal oppression of the Romans has continually fueled the hopes and prayers for untold numbers of people.  Faith levels have fluctuated in all directions through persecutions, through injustices, - through occasional glimmers of the presence of God.  And now Jesus was stating that all the rules had all changed.

I wonder what they must have been thinking:

If we read ahead, and as I’ll share in next week’s message, many of the worshipers thought Jesus was a heretic and they would try to kill Him.  I wouldn’t doubt that a handful of hopeful souls were excited that such a monumental Biblical event had happened in their - lifetime.  And, possibly a select few realized the implications of this particular scripture coming to fulfillment ------- something that a man named Moses ----- predicted that a man would come and lead God’s people to victory.

This experience was nothing less than supernatural.

If we’re honest with ourselves, we today aren’t too different than those who lived 2000 years ago.

When we turn on our TV’s and a televangelist is doing their “usual” healing service - we probably have similar thoughts going on in their heads.  

Oh come on now!  You’ve got to be kidding!  Or, Yeah right - I wonder how much he paid that lady to pretend to be healed?  Or, Uh huh, lets see how long it takes him to hit up the audience up for a donation?

But what if ------------ what if people were -------- really being healed?  What if -------- the blind were now able to see?  What if -------- the crippled could again walk?  What if ------ the mute could speak, if the deaf could hear, if those who were crippled with disease were crippled no more?

What then?  Would we believe then?  Would we allow ourselves the joy of seeing a hurting  soul made whole?  Would we change our views on miracles and permit ourselves to be vulnerable to the criticisms of others?  Would we be more likely to share our faith with others?

Those who heard Jesus say what He said that day in the synagogue were waiting for a different kind of Savior.  

They expected to see rise among the Jewish people a man of great stature, a man of great learning ----- a man whose superior military prowess would rally all the people around Him into an elite fighting force which no enemy could withstand.  

Instead, God’s Chosen One came in a form they couldn’t identify with holiness ------- or righteousness --------- or heavenly power.  Who the Lord sent chose weapons were kindness ------ of ------ compassion ------- and self sacrifice and worst of all ----------------- love!

Instead, God sent someone who was a man after His own heart ------- well, even more than that.  God sent ---------------- Himself.  And His own creation didn’t recognize Him.  

So what do we do with this particular spiritual insight?  The Bible tells us that Jesus isn’t going to come again as He did before.  Jesus isn’t going to pop up in local hospitals and hospice facilities and the like and start healing the sick.

Christ isn’t again going to start touching the eyes of the blind, the mouths of the mute, the ears of deaf.  The Bible tells us that when Jesus comes again it will be to take us home - not to heal.

Yet, Jesus has promised to never abandon us today and to bring healing to those in need.  And He does this ------------ through -------------- us.  We -------- are the hands and the feet and the mouth of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Through us -------- Christ our Savior works to fulfill His promises.  Through us ------- the Holy Spirit reveals the greatness and the mercy of the Lord.

And that is why it is so important for us to do the will of God.  That is why it is so important to let Christ’s light shine through us and to let it be made plain that it is Christ who does these things and ------- not us.

That is why it is so important to help others see that miracles are indeed real and not just the cleaver slight of hand of flimflam artists.  It is our responsibility as Believers    

to once again help a lost and dark world see that God’s promises can and do come true in the year -------- 2010.

It isn’t a smoke job, it isn’t a lie ------- God indeed is among us today.

Are you up to the challenge?  Are you willing to be the Light of Christ no matter what happens?  Are you willing to defend the miracles of God?  I pray you are.  Amen.

