“Yours Is Mine, Mine Is Yours”
Scripture Text: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 1/17/10)








What a powerful Gospel lesson we have before us this morning!  As I see there are 5 different points being shared here:

1) The Holy Spirit gives everyone a spiritual gift.
	- not just a few people - everyone
	- some have told me they have no “gift”
		- they also haven’t looked for one.
		- or they didn’t want the responsibility of having one
		- if we know we have it ------ it is our Christian duty to use it

2) The spiritual gift that is imparted to us is one of the Holy Spirit’s choosing.
	- I always dreamed of being a great singer...........
	- What we are given - is given us for a specific reason.....
	- God knows why and if we seek deep enough into our souls, if we look back on how God used us.....

3) There are many different gifts.
	- wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, speaking in tongues, and interpreting tongues.


4) If we are unsure if the Spirit’s gift is really from God all we need do is see if the gift’s owner glorifies Jesus or -------------someone else.
	- does the owner look for self glorification?  Does he or she want to be compensated for use of their gift?
	- does the owner want you to give honor to his master - someone named ------------- Satan?
	- or do they freely share that it is God working through them and that their gift isn’t some type of fluke or skill they learned on their own?
	- does ------------ the owner give all honor and glory to Christ?  Do they acknowledge Jesus is the only begotten Son of God?  

5) The reason we receive the gift is for the common good.
		- did you notice it isn’t supposed to be used just for our own purposes?  Common good.......
		- it isn’t just for our personal families - or even our church family alone.
		- what is the common good being referred to?
			- the gifts listed all bring us closer to the Lord.
		- it is for everyone to grow in Jesus Christ and for those who are willing to be better able to live the life of Christ.  It is for everyone who wishes to receive the benefits of having that special connection with God.



And maybe that’s why there are so many gifts being shared by so many different people.   
	- there are so many different ways to grow in Christ.
	- there are so many different blessings God wants us to experience so God shares them through those around us throughout our lives.  And at the same time, our gift is shared with others as well.

Everyone profits - everyone grows - everyone, who is willing, has the opportunity to be the kind of spiritual person we have the potential to be.
	- a person whose life is centered on Jesus Christ.
	- a person whose goals in life are those Jesus has set for them.
	- a person who recognizes the truth that their greatest joy can only come in their relationship with God and the fellowship of Believers that surround them.
	- a person who would rather live below their ability if that means others are saved before they leave this earthy existence.
	
Do you know what your gift is?  Do you use it for God’s glory.  Is succeeding in Christ - more important to you than success as the world defines it?  Think about such things today and - the week ahead.  Honor Christ first - and your life will have more meaning and more joy and more love than words could ever share.  The choice is yours.  Choose well.  Amen.
