
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“The Visit of the Magi”
Scripture Text: Matthew 2:1-12

(Sermon outline shared by Pastor Robert M Wecht at the Pearson Memorial UMC on 1/03/10)

We have all read or heard the story of the Magi many times through the years.  They encounter the Holy Family, share some gifts and go on their way.  But what do we really know about these mysterious characters?  We do have some reliable info from some different ancient sources.  In the time of the birth of Jesus, the Magi were an ancient priestly cast.  These priests practiced astrology ------- now we would call it astronomy.  They were adept at interpreting dreams and, within the Parthian Empire, they helped elect the King of the Parthian empire.

Were the Magi kings themselves?  Regardless of what we may have heard in some popular Christmas carols there isn’t any proof they were royalty.  

How many Magi visited Christ on that first Epiphany?  Tradition tells us three because of the three gifts that were given - gold, incense and myrrh.  The Bible doesn’t give us an exact number - if you researched Christian art in the first century the numbers vary from 2-8.   

Where did they come from?  The only thing we are told is that they are from the east.  We really have no idea were they came from.  When did the Magi visit Jesus?  The movies usually depict them in the manger after Christ is born.  But that’s just for effect.  Matthew 2:11, as was just shared, tells us they entered a house - not a manger.  Though we can only guess - all the clues in our Bibles suggest Jesus was between 41 days and two years old.  

And lastly, and what I believe is the most important fact, what is the significance of the visit of the Magi?  The account of the Magi is rightly celebrated as an Epiphany -------- of our Lord.  In other words, the main significance of this account is that God wonderfully revealed the identity of Jesus as Messiah and the King of the Jews to Gentile gentry.  And just in case you may have forgotten - “gentile” simply means ----- non-Jews.  

It must have been quite humbling for the Magi - if you think about it.  They must have had many different thoughts going on in their heads.  Thoughts like - we’ve waited our whole lives for this very moment and it finally has arrived!  And thoughts like, we’ve been interpreting the stars and the like and we were right - our understanding of what was to come was the correct prediction.  And thoughts like, why is it that we ---------- were picked to chance upon the truth that the Jews were --------- actually - worshiping the One true God?

Brothers and sisters, Epiphany is many things but at the top of the list is that Epiphany is a formal declaration, by God, to the world that - in essence - all the rules have changed.  All that we believed before the birth of Christ was either wrong - or has been confirmed to be true.  A new age has dawned - the next phase in human existence was about to begin.

God of course knew what He was doing - He had a plan, everything was now set in motion and our long-awaited salvation had come to fruition.  It was now there for the taking for anyone who was willing to believe and put their faith in God’s Son, Jesus.  There was still a response needed on our part but now there would be no more questions, no more mysteries about the Lord’s purpose, no more rationalizing that there were multiple ways to get to Heaven.   

Epiphany then was the first evangelistic endeavor for the Holy Word of God to share the truth - to those outside the Chosen People of God that God’s Messiah had been born.  

The Lord had planted a seed that day that would literally - change life here on our planet forever.

I wonder if Christians today think of Epiphany in that way.  I wonder if us Believers in 2010 see this special day in the Church as a call to share the Gospel of God with those who are still living in darkness.  I wonder if those in the Faith see Epiphany as a rallying call to fulfill the Great Commission?

If I would have to guess - I would say ------- probably not.  Most of us, I think, are still perplexed on how 2009 just seemed to have slipped on by ---- and how Christmas seemed to suddenly come suddenly upon us because Christmas 2008 doesn’t seem that long ago.

I think many of us have so many personal issues that we have to deal with, and bills to be paid, and projects that need doing, and work related responsibilities to take care of that fulfilling the Great Commission in January isn’t even close to being at the top of our “to do” list!

But it should be.  If God wasted no time in getting the Word out then that’s a pretty clear indication to us today that we also shouldn’t delay sharing the way to Heaven with those who haven’t yet committed themselves to Christ.

But - how should we do it?  Through the years we seemed to have heard at least 10,000 things we could do or we are introduced to a new fangeled program we should follow.  Is one way better than another?  

To that all I can say is that when in doubt - do what the Magi did.  Follow Christ with all your heart.  Follow Christ with all your heart.

The Magi studied what to look for and were prepared.  They spent two years following the signs and when the holy moment came, they got down on their knees and gave Christ gifts worthy of a King.  And you can be sure that they shared their experiences when they got home.

Do the same thing.  Prepare yourselves for what is about to come - read your Bibles - go to Bible studies - ask questions.  When things start to fall into place - act upon what you see.  

When God makes Himself visible - praise His name.  When someone is in need ----- help them.  When a ministry opportunity is available - participate.  When the church asks you to serve - serve.

And when the moment comes to share with another how Jesus changed your life - share from your heart.  

Don’t worry about being theologically correct, don’t worry about sounding like a religious fanatic, don’t worry about anything but --------- taking advantage of the opportunity to share the wonders of Christ and how they changed your heart and soul.

If you can do that you have succeeded in sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ.  If you do that - you have fulfilled the Great Commission - for a day at least.  

And that is a wonderful start.   Amen.

